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( M47. ) 
I.—Forgian Porrrics. 


cutta] of the 16th Feb says that judging from the Samar, 
Wannen, present attitude of China dür the Tibetan Feb 16th, 1908. 
The relations of Chins with treaty and from other matters it appears that she 
— does not harbour good intentions towards England. 
However courteous the Chinese representative in England may be, there will 
soon occur & friction between the two countries. Russia is surely pulling the 
strings from behind and instigating China. The future of England is gloomy. 
With China and Russia as her enemies and unable to attach much value to her 
friendship with Japan, she is surely in a very perilous situation. And all this 
is the fruit of the unwise and short-sighted policy of the British Government. 
The Indians are distrusted and oppressed. Great weakness was shown by 
England when she entered into an alliance with Japan. And the expedition 
to Tibet had only the effect of creating an enemy in a new quarter. The 
Dalai Lama will never forget the insult offered to him by the English. The 
Tashi Lama is a man without any influence in Tibet and his friendship is 
hardly of any value. It is believed that the Dalai Lama, who is a very influ- 
ential man, is hatching all this trouble for England. 


2. The Roenama-t-Mukkadas Hablul Mateen Calcutta) of the 16th February RosNaMa-t-MoKab- 

has the following :— pas Haul, Marsan, 
A strong Government does not mean civil power Fe 1 1006. 

but a machinery by which control is exercised over the internal as well 

as the external affairs of a country. As political necessities make all sorts of 

dishonest acts permisible, it is useless for one to find fault with a statesman for 

dishonesty; for honesty, in the science of politics, means weakness, Its 

scope is so wide that very few men can master it. Persia cannot blame her 

neighbours for the treatment which she has received at their hands. The fault 

is all her own, because she is not an adept in politics and does not consult public 

opinion in matters political. She ought to make a bold stand against her 

neighbours. No officer employed by her neighbours is expected to over- 

look his national interest for the sake of the personal friendship which he might 

have pretended towards us, Germany may fight with France over Morocco and 

England may also fight with Russia over Persia, but they will thereby gain 

their own interest to our utter ruin. The rivalry of two powers may either 

culminate in a war as in the case of Korea or in the partition of the object of 

rivalry as has been the case in Egypt and Morocco. Persia, therefore, ought 

to try to avoid being made a bone of contention between the rival powers. 


3, The same paper in criticizing certain statements of the Pioneer points .. Mon ap- 
8 out by way of correction that Yamni Nizam Khan bas Haun Marsan. 
i was a frontier officer whom Colonel Goldsmith was 
bound to consult while settling the boundary dispute between Persia and 
Afghanistan. Yanim Nizam not being favourably disposed towards, the Com- 
mission, they insisted upon his being recalled which the Amir did. 


The Pioneer also mistakes the fact when it says that there would have 
been a war between Persia and Afghanistan but for this Boundary Commission. 


For the Commission induced an afghan Officer of Chubans, one Akhand Zadi, to 
pick a quarrel with Persia. i 


Another misstatement of the Pioneer’s is that the Persians wanted to pa off 


a portion of the bund, which is simply monstrous since it benefits Persia as well 
as Afghanistan. 


Persian politics. 


The Pioneer's statement that the Commission were fed by the Amir during 
their stay in Afghanistan is also not quite correct, since the Afghans were 


only too anxious to see that the Commission left the Amir’s territory without 
loss of time. 


4. Referring to the Morocco Conference, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of Aar Mira, 


Morocco and the Powers. the 17th February 8478 — Feb. 17th, 1908. 


; The Europeans wish to take possession of 
Africa and some of the weak States of te as they consider the property of 
the weak as their own. This is the first principle of civilization. 


HirvakTa, 
Feb. 18th, 1906. 


Dar HITAVaUvI, 
Feb. 20th. 1906. 


CHARU MIBIR, 
Feb. 13th, 1906. 


SansrvawNy, 
Feb. 15th, 1906. 


Powers will succeed. It may be annoying of course to be obliged’ to 
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5. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 18th February quotes the following }; 
The Yeilow Peril. ral one of its Anglo-Indian contemporagog 
moat th : “If Japan cannot prevail at this time, it 7 
tolerably safe to say that no other Power and no conceivable combination a" 
the comparative importance of Europe and America to reduce Onis ee 
sense of her duty to them—to’the latter especially. But it looks as though: the 

logic of events were threatening to proclaim the fact whether we are wilk 
to admit it or no, and then says:—It is clear from what the contempora says 
how far Japan has risen in the estimation of the Europeans. No one disclose 
his weak points unless he is much alarmed. The British: lion has sought the 
protection of Japan with a clear eye on the future and is trying to. establiak itg 
influence in China with the help of this alliance. It is to be seen what oôungel 
Japan gives to China. If China stands steadfast against the import of Ameri. 
aan and European goods, we shall consider that China has taken a forward step 


on the path of progress. 


6. After pointing out that the Afghan army. is. completely untrained in 
B ih tai “aablici' eee warfare and that there is not a single fort 
of ain. in the Afghan territories which can withstand 
modern artillery-fire, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta 

of the 20th February goes on to write that unless a speedy reform in these 
respects is brought about, a most serious disaster is inevitable. But the Amir 
is not prepared to trust the English with the re-organisation. of bis army. 
And a strong feeling of vanity has come to fill His Highness's mind ever since 
the defeat of the Russians by the Japanese. The Afghans now. declare. that 
they are superior to the Japanese themselves, since they succeeded in defeating 
the English in warfare. Relations between the English and the. Amir haye 
therefore become seriously strained. The Indian Government is not allowed to 
have any say as to the re-organisation of the Afghan forces, and yet the Amir 
is laying in all sorts of war materials with their consent. N aturally the 
situation has become most seriously perplexing to the Indian Government. But 
it is one which is inevitable with a Government whose distrust of its subjects is 
so strong and which makes them weak and cowardly by depriving. them: of 
their arms. In spite of all efforts todraw the Japanese and the, Afghans 


into a political alliance, Britain’s Indian Empire will never be safe against 


her powerful enemies until the people of India are themselves made strong and 
skilled in the art of warfare. 3 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) olice. 


7. The-Charu Mihir (Mymensingh | of the 13th February protests against 
6 Nace in à Proposal Which it hears is under consideration 
Mymen nx. co locate a special police force at the banar at Baniys 
village in the Kisorganj aubdivision at the cost of 
the proprietor of the bazar, in view of a complaint lately lodged before the 
Subdivisional officer that foreign salt could not be sold at this bazar. It is 
urged that there is no justification for the stationing of a punitive police in this 
village so far as the information of the public goes, since there is here no chance 
of any breach of the peace occurring. It is to be hoped that Government 
reconsider its position. It cannot be just and right to grind weak and poor 
subjects. The Swadesh agitation will never be suppressed by methods like this. 
8. The Sanytvani [Calcutta] of the 15th February refers to a case in 
which two young females (who visited its office 
in the previous week) had been seduced by ® 
female arkati into leaving their 9 homes for Calcutta, where they Were 


kept under surveillance in a cooly depot, from which however they were 
rescued in time. ew : 


A cooly case. 


The paper then goes on to publish, in extenso, a petition, dated the 
February 1906, filed by these females in the Court of the Magistrate 
Sealdah, under sections 363, 343, 379 and 109, Indian Penal Code. 
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armen, 
b. 16th, 2068. 


| i formation it B i are being com 0 to 
Pro meals re all over the Barisal 


two meals a day in view of the scarcity generally prevailing 


10 Referring to the case in which a constable attached to the punitive 

a police foree at Banaripara is reported to bave 
arate ee oppression in attempted to violate the modesty of 4 woman 

ei : belonging to the Jngi caste, Babu Pyari Mohan Guha 
Thakurta writes in the Saridkya [Calcutta] of the 16th February that on 
Tuesday police-constables beat every Jugi they found out of home. No one 
could go to bazar. ‘The Jugis of Banaripara west, have fled away. 

11. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 16th February gives the 
teat Chitpar, following version of the incidents leading up to 
=e the late riots at Chitpur as supplied by a reporter 

on its staff after inquiries made on the spot :— ° 

Some fifteen years back the killing of cows at the particular masjid in 
Chitpur was first taken objection to by a number of lo Hindus, but the 
objection was disallowed by Government, as it was found by inquiries conducted 
by Sir John Lambert that cows had been permitted to be killed at this masjid 
for the previous 22 or 23 years without objection. On this occasion no 
actual breach of the peace occurred, but a special police force had to be present. 

The Hindus failed in this attempt to 2 the sacrifice of cows at this 

masjid, took to blowing conches and ringing bells in front of it with the 
object of annoying the worshippers inside. Babn Srinath Pal (Superintendent 
of Police) twice personally warned the Hindus against continuing this 
ractice. ° . 
: So much for the past events, The facts about the recent case are that 
Brojendra Babu (the Superintendent of W Bm Babu Kristo Las Das 
(Municipal Commissioner) requested the Musalmans to join in the swadeshs 
agitation, but the request produced no effect, save perhaps on Maulvi Ahmad Ali, 
mo spoke at one or two meetings in favour of the swadeshs cause. Brojendra 
Babu threatened to wreak his vengeance on the Musalmans for this non-com- 
pliance with his request, and he repeated his appeal to the Musalmans to join 
the swadeshs movement at a meeting held at the Chitpur Municipal Office at 
which he was present. But the Musalmans still remained deaf to his appea’s. 

On the Monday in question, after the Jd prayers were over four cows 

were being taken to the river to be bathed, when Brojendra Babu appeared on 
the spot and angrily ordered the Hindu constables on duty to beat the soor 
and badmash Musalmans who, he said, had come to sacrifice pigs. The sacrifice 
of the cows was then stopped by Brojendra Babu’s direetion. There is no 
doubt that it is Brojendra Babu, with his partiality for his own people, who is 
at the root of all the trouble that arose. | 

12. The same paper refers to a case (now forming the subject of a unm-oslmagan 

A ae complaint in the Court of the Subdivisional 
1 ing. Officer at Rajbari under sections 342, 323, 384 
55 _ and 347, Indian Penal Code) in which a Musal- 
man, named Etu Pramanik, a khas-mahal tenant of the Dhunchi ‘has char in 
the Rajbari subdivision, alleges that for sacrificing a cow on the 5th February 
last, he was unlawfully arrested, assaulted und made to pay a fine by one 
Raj aa Das, Superintendent of the Obilmpur Cutcherry of the Banibaha 
zamindari. aS 5 
A 8 of the same paper relates that on the 5th February last, 
a party of usalmans, while engaged in saying their prayers at the masjid in 
the village of Sibpurganj (near Sultanganj, in thana Godagari, district 
Rajshahi, and forming part of the estates of the four-anna and five-anna 
Putiya Rajas), were severely belaboured by a number of Hindus, because one of 
the former had, on the morning of the same day, been seen to wash a cow 
Preparatory to sacrificing her. And it is pointed out that eow-killing on 
ite like these has been practised in this particular village for the last 20 
25 years. | ? 


Fob, 17th, 1906. 


Cuinsura VaBTa- 
vAHA, 
Feb. 18th, 1906. 


Dacca GazerTTs, 
Feb. 19th, 1906. 


7 
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The late breach of the peace at J 


“we er Police as against 
the testimony of the studenta concerned in the case, that the Police ‘were 
in no way to blame for the affair which srose out of the students first over. 
turning a carriage full of Europeans; and then goes on to ‘Comment ag 

It is all a puzzle. It is an uncompromising denial. There were no 
gas a put out. The Bengali lads suddenly overturn three carri 
certain Eurasians came upon the scene, three carriage fulls of Eurasian heroes, 
not numbering over 18 in any case, absolutely unarmed, break the heads of 
four to five hundred Bengalis and make them insensible. And the inoffensive 
and peacefully disposed police were all this time at a distance from the scene of 
the occurance saying their prayers, acting on the maxim that charity is the 
Lest of all virtues. When the fight was over they put all on the back and send 
them home. What can be called strunge after this? bea b 

14. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 18th February raises a 

ii of protest against the removal of the Satgachia 

Hemoval of e thana in Pupdean. ‘Thana in Burdwan to some place near the 

Memari Railway Station, which, according to its information, is contemplated 
by the authorities. , 

15. The Dacca Gazette [ Dacca} of the 19th February writes as follows 

in n N | 

The appointment of Sub-Inspec- . At the farewell banquet, given in hononr of 
tere ot Slice im Eastern Benge ced Carson by the Byculla’ Club in Bombay, 
| His Lordship in replying to his toast is reported to 

have said that he did his best to effect the police reform on the line recom- 
mended by the Police Commission appointed by him, and he hoped the 
poverty-stricken masses of India will be much benefited by the change, in the 
way of being rescued from the cultches of the extortionate police officers of 
lower grades who generally investigate police cases in the mufassal. Let us 
see how far his hope is going to be realised in the New Province, In 
the Resolution that the Government of India published, based on the 
recommendations of the Commission, if we remember aright, Government 
proposed to improve. the moral stamina of the lower grade police officers by 
two e by giving them higher scales of pay, and (2) by raising the 
educational qualification of the candidates. Whether these two Conditions, if 
faithfully carried out, would produce the desired effect or not, it is reserved 
for the future to say. For the present, we are only to see that. these two 
conditions are strictly enforced, in all the provinces on the occasion of creating 
new appointments. In Bengal, when it was still united, one batch of officers 
was appointed soon after the publication of the India Government Resolution. 
Applications of another batch of candidates were taken in beenden last, but 
before they could be disposed of, Bengal was split asunder and the applications 


of the candidates from the severed districts were made over to the Inspector- 


General of Police of the New. Province. | 
Bat everything in the New Province was in.a disorderly state, so nothing 
could be done with the transferred Nei for some time to come. In the 
meantime, fresh applications, mostly from Muhammadan candidates, were 
being received not by the Disirict Officers, as required by the Resolution of the 
Supreme Government, but by the Depaky Inspector-General or the Inspector- 
General directly. However, this small deviation may not be open to much 
objection, but we cannot help observing that the spirit of the Supreme 
Government, which took the credit of reforming police administration on 4 
best ible model, is being utterly disregarded in the New Province by 
lowering the standard of educutional qualification of the candidates. Some- 
how or other there prevails a strong impression among candidates, for which, 
we are told the high officials concerned are more or less responsible, that even 
were Entrance candidates are thought to be eligible for the posts of Sub- 
inspectors. To what consideration this lowering of educational qualification 
is due we are unable to say. But mischievous people say, it is to suit the 
eligibility of Muhammadan candidates, who have not yet properly. learnt to 
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h English education, that: ete 
—— — e Government has — en. r 


com"Reaidea, NO advertisement has fp query; 


d manner. Leet 5 
1. ure would be thé same in boch ti A 
that the Government of the New Province: means to eo their 
oo be ae chain te ph in a regs. Government will do their 


strictly to their they will have much to modify 


1 Government will no do ae a. hard task to aceommodate: the 
same. rule to all classes of the People, having 7 degrees ol 
culture and civilization. So they. will often bare to moet the exige 
circumstances, to make most objeotionable a, N from the standpoint 
of the advanced section of the community is one of the reasons oe 
the people of the severed districts Aue 80 ena to the —, 


(5)— Working of the. Courts. 


16, Referring to the strictures passed by the Calentta High Court on the 
roceedings of Mr. Kingsford, the Chief Presi- 
The cb Presiden Magis- dency Magistrate, in the case against one r 
„ Chaiai” Chatter the Sandhya [Calcutta]: of 
17th February writes as follows :— _ 
Bat this Kazi Kingsford is shameless. If you look at his face you will 
think it is made of marble and thus form an idea of the man's obevacter. 
In his Court one would feel as if one was in the presence of an executioner 
instead of a Judge. However that may be, this Kazi is soon going away. His 
departure will bring a great relief to the people of Calcutta and have t 
effect of curbing the intolerable insolence of the police, which is now lording i 
over all because it finds in Kazi Kingford a foster parent. 
17. Referring to the recent Poona sedition case in which: the. Editor 
of the Bhala newspaper has been convicted 
a i te by the High Court of Bombay, the Bharat Mitra 
[Calcutta] of the 27th Februa regrets that the Government should have 
taken the article Darbar in ublished in that paper as applying to 
itself and thereby have ae in Ball? ught on an odium upon it) 
18. “A dog’s tail is never straight even if it is kept in a tube for ten 
ae years.” With these words the Hitvarta [Calcutta] 
Ser coe of the 18th W calls attention to the ill- 
treatment of the public of the Chapra town by Mr. Carey, late of Hooghly, 
which has alrea i formed the subject of a rule. issued. by the High Court. 


19. Refering to the rumoured appointment of Chamier, Judicial 


45 the High Court. Commissioner of Oudh, as a Pusine Judg eof the Cal- 
may > ae oe cutta High Court in place of Mr. J LA Henderson 
about to go on leave, the Hitvarta [, ns rig a the 18th February is unable to 
understand why the Government should be at pains to bring an outsider, 
when there are so many able and experienced barristers P| 


Calcutta High Court, and hopes that the Government would — the 
rumour without loss of time. 
(d)— Education, 


20. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 15th February draws the notice. of the 


new Secretary of State for India, man of justice 
as thts e and education that he is, to the injustice in the 


＋ ag Education Department which is being perpetrated: by the a as ? 


Tippisw to the Indian Educational Service, while men like Messrs. J. N. 

Das Gupta, M. Ghose, P. C. Roy, 8. O. Mahalanovis, and D. N. Mallik 
— in the Provincial Service only because they are natives, 

21. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th February considers the-ehoice 


oe of Mr. J ustice Mukerji to be Sir A. Pedler's 
of hey — Vice-Chancellor usr in the Vice- Chancellorship- of the Uni- 


versity a very worthy one, since no Bengali has 


the record and experience of University work that the J judge can show 


7 
* 


Sau TA U 
Feb, 17th, 1908. 


Hrvanra, 
Feb. 13th, 1906, 


: HitvaRrta, 
Feb. 18th, 1906. 


SaNorvanl, 
Feb, 15th, 1906. 


(Banca Vasil, 


Jeb 17th, 1906. 
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22. The Sandhya [Oaleutta] of the 16th February expresses eures great satis 
| 1 — at the 6 intn nt of Dr Petra 
Dr. A. 7. Mukherji as . Mukherji to suc 1 
Obancell 


exander Pedler as Vice 
| or of the Calcutta’ University and speaks 
in high terms of his learning, talents, oourtesy and independence.: 
23. The Basunaté 3 of the 17th February congratulates Dr. 
Dr Makherji es Vies-Ohansellor shutosh * ag his appointment to 
of the Caloutta University. succeed Sir Alexander Pedler as Vice-Chancellor 
. . of the Calcutta University. Dr. Mukherji is an 
ornament of the University and bas laboured hard in its service. There can 
be no doubt that the honour that has been done to him will add to its glo 
24, The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 18th ry N is much pleased. 

the appointment of the 


on’ble Justice 4 


A happy selection. ‘Makherji as Vice-Chancellor of the Caleutts 
University and tulates Lord Minto on his selection. 


25. The Swades [Calcutta] of the 19th February expresses cordial 
3 1 of the choice of Mr. Justice Mukherji as 

Ohencellor ofthe University. : 9 29g of the University in succession to 
26. The Nihar Contai] of the 20th February in noticing Mr. Justice 

in Sasi i Vi * — i's r as Vice-C 8 of. the 
. eustion Mukierjias Vice- University speaks of him as one who has laboured 
Chancellor of the University. all his life for the welfare of the University and 
one at whose selection the entire Bengali people feel gratified. 
27. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 17th February writes as follows in 
continuation of the article in its issue of the 10th 

A text-book appointed for the idem on the subject of A Reader for Middle Classes 
in Bengal [Report on Native Papers for 17th 


February, paragraph 24]:— 

The seventeenth lesson is on the subject of the straw.” English lexicogra- 
phers give two meanings of straw,” namely, (1) the stalk or stem of certain 
species of grain, pulse, etc., and (2) a mass of the stalk of certain species of 
grain when cut and after being threshed (Collins’-Dictionary). In this country, 
however, the word “ straw” is used only in the latter sense. Mr. Marsden, 
being a foreigner, may not know this; but it is a matter of shame for Mr. M. M. 
Bose not to know it, as is evident from the following passage :— 


‘¢ Rice straw grows in the paddy fields. When the paddy gets ripe, 
the straw becomes of a light-yellow colour,” | 


In writing of the paddy, the authors say:—‘‘ The plants fall on the 
ground with the weight of the grain. Then men cut down the paddy.” This 
is a gross misrepresentation of fact. 1 

Again: —“ The paddy is taken to the threshing floor, The rest of the 
plant is called straw. The ryot cuts it down and keeps it in heaps ready for 
use : 


This clearly means that the ears of the paddy plants and their stems are 
cut at different times. First the ears are cut and taken to the threshing floor 
and then the stems are cut. This practice may prevail in certain parts of 
Bengal where paddy plants remain submerged in water. But that is not the 
universal practice, as the words of the authors seem to imply. 

In the same lesson, the authors write: — When it (straw) is wanted to 
thatch a house, it is carried away on a cart.“ This is, again, a misrepresenta- 
tion of fact. For carts are seldom used in this country to carry straw. 

At page 29:—“ The father of Rama loved him best of all his sons, and 


- wished him to be King of Ondh after his death.” 


The truth, however, is that Dasaratha, King of Oudh, wished his som 
Rama to succeed him to the throne not because he loved him best, but because 
Rama was his eldest son and was therefore his successor by the injunctions e 
the Hindu Shastras. No Hindu King ever violated the injunctions of the 
Shastras by superseding his eldest son in favour of a pet younger son. 5 

It is also not correct to say that Dasaratha wished Rama to be king after 
his death.” Even illiterate Hindus know that Dasaratha wished to abdicate bis 
throne in favour of Rama in his life time. Ce 


J „ te 808 PE le 4s 


e same. lesson:— A wicked king, named Ravana, took away poor 
2 when Rama and Lakshman were out hunting.“ This is, again, 
another mis representation. Rama may be said to have been out hunting when 
he went to catch the deer (into which a Rakshasa had transformed himself). 
But Lakshman did not certainly.go out hunting. He only went out to help 
Rama, when he heard the latter's cries of distress, ~ cat ae 


At page 84:— What little Iswar read every day he had to repeat at 
night to his father, and if he missed a single word or even a syllable, his father 


used to beat him without mercy. Often the neighbours used to beg his father 
to have pity on him, Once he ran away to the house of the college clerk, who 
was very kind to him and brought him bome again.” 2 

If all this be true, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar’s father must have been a 
very oruel man indeed. But, whatever he might have been, Iswar Chandra 
would certainly have been very much pained and offended to read this calumny 
of his father if he had been alive. f 

At page 70:—“ The long leaf (of the cocoanut palm) is used for thatching 
houses and for making mats.’ 

The writer never heard of houses being thatched or mats being made of 
the leaves of the cocoanut palm. 

The writer all along knew that the date palm had leaves but no branches. 
But this is what the authors of the Reader write at pages 77—79:—“ The fruit 
grows in bunches, as the cocoanut does, at the top of the stem, underneath 
the branches,” 

In the same lesson the authors have also taught us (1) that there is a wild 
date palm which does not grow taller than 3 or 4 feet, (2) that the leaves of the 
date palm are not longer than 3 or 4 feet, and (3) that dates are not good to 
eat and are eaten only by cows and monkeys. | 

Why does the book treat at such length about tea (page 86) and coffee 
(page 101)? And why are boys made to read so much that has been written 
in praise of tea and coffee drinking? Are these lessons meant to convert poor 
Bengali boys into worshippers of the European planters? Such lessons are 
likely to do great harm to those boys. 

At page 103 :—‘‘If there be no wind or if the wind does not blow in the 
right direction, ships cannot move.“ : 

Cannot ships move at all,” if the wind does not blow in the right direction? 

Stories like that of the. fox and the cat” are calculated to teach boys 
cunning and shrewdness at the expense of nobler qualities of the mind. It is 
a matter of regret that the book contains very little which is calculated to 
ennoble the minds of the boys. 

The approval of this text-book by “ experts” proves that the Director of 
Public Instruction does wrong to rely so much upon them. The writer bas 
all along maintained that either the system of examination of text-books by 
experts should be abolished or that the grounds of the experts’ decision should 
be published. The Director of Pyblic Instruction is bound to let the public 
know the grounds on which the expert who examined this text-book approved 
of it? And will he kindly do this? The members of the Text-book Committee, 
too, are morally bound to enlighten the public as to the grounds which led 

them to approve of such a wretched book, so full of mistakes. Those who pave 
the way to our boys’ ruin by approving of bad text-books are certainly morally 
responsible to us. They must tell us how they came to approve of Messrs. 
Marsden and Bose's book as à text-book. They are all learned and intelligent 
men; can they, then, blame us if we say that they approved of the book without 
going through it? And are we not entitled to form opinions as to the reason 
that led them to give their approval in such a manner? Our surmises, however 
discreditable to them, cannot, under the circumstances, be called unjust or 
unjustifiable. Sir Alexander Pedler isan Englishman, and we ask him how 
he could appoint such a wretched book asa text-book, not for a district or 
division ora single province, but for the whole of the three provinces of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and why did he create a monopoly for such a bad 
text-book, when so many; good text-bookswere available? ‘I ext-books approved 
by the Text-book Committee are again examined, if they are appointed text- 
= ks. Vernacular books are re-examined by Bengalis aud English books by 

uropeans; and they ought to be re-examined by the Director himself. It is 
oe 
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particularly wrong for the Meg + monopoly without 

personally examining — Pied. 1 ay if he 

fo great harm fo our boys, wa havea perfect right to sak him this question, 
he is morally bound to give us an answer, 

Our last word is this: that this bad book should be at n bya 
good one. It is neither the student nor the ava glint should be made to 
pay the cost of this substitution, but the gentlemen whe approved of end appoint. 
ed the first book as a text-book. That will be a fitting expiation for their gin. 

Government will be answerable to God, if it does not follow this advige 
and do what is its clear duty im the matter. 

28. The Dacea Prakas | Dacca] of the 18th February expresses its cordial 

nn west anks to the Lieutenant-Governor of 

2 N Bengal for His Honour’s decision in the matter of 
the local Jagannath College Boarding-house as conyeyed in the following 
extract from a letter from the Chief Secretary of the provinee to the local 
Divisional Commissioner :— 

I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor ig reluctant to 
take for Government purposes a house that is used as a hostel for beys of an 
educational institution, and thus to deprive them of the advantages afforded by 
it. Sir Bamfylde Fuller is therefore unable to ratify your proceedings in this 
matter, and has come to an agreement with the proprietor of the house under 
which the latter accepts the sam of Rs. 1,000 as terminating the negotiation 
with him. 235 

20. The same paper —_— the following “oe in connexion with 

3 oe recent summoning of all teachers of Cizgle 

Cirele School teachers in Dacca. Schools in the Dacea Division to the T mining 

School at Dacea to receive there, for a period of ten weeks, instruction in 
kindergarten, object-lesson, drawing, drill, eto. . 

(1) Many of these teachers are old men, about to retire from the 
service, to whom, for physical reasons, the learning of drill will 
not be easy or agreeable. 

(2) A period of ten weeks is too small to learn even the rudiments of 
drawing. 

(3) The expenses of putting up at Dacca will be too heavy a drain on 
the slender purse of these pandits. 

(4) The teachers should be spared being subjected to any examination 
after their ten weeks’ course is over. 


30. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 20th February writes that it 
3 has received complaints that on the score of eco- 
MBs Face Engineering College nomy, in view of the prevailing high prices of rice, 
— tbe Manager of the Sibpur Engineering Coll 
boarding-house has introduced the consumption of new country rice among 
boarders, many of whom are in consequence suffering from bowel-complaints. 


(e) Local Self-Gouernment and Municipal Administration. 


31. The Sandhya [Calontta] of the 17th February says that pm pe 
going to the Medical College Hospital, Ca ta, 
gare 


The out-door patients of the gg out-door patients are not taken proper | 

— Medical College Hos- of by the doctors on duty, even if their canes 

require special attention. If patients or the 
guardians pray for examination by the Principal of the College, they are at fut 
told that their prayer will be granted, but when the appointed time comes, {hey 
are dismissed on various pretexts. It appears that the officers on duty act in 
this way from interested motives. On the 13th instant a young man went fo 
the hospital as an out-door patient, and wes on examination found by the doer 
on duty to be suffering from palpitation af the heart. The patient 44 ta he 


examined by the Principal of the College, and was told that his prayer would 


be granted two days after, On the appainted day he went to the hogpitul and 
fonnd the Principal there, But suddenly a Habu called him, had his rere 
entered in a register, and asked him to go away with the medicine rescribet. 
He repeated his prayer to be examined by the Princip , but to no effec 


( 196. ) 
32. The Khulnavast [Khulna | of the b reporte the 5 | 


7 of a serious epidemic of cholera in the villages ¢ 
Cholera in Eb: CTharmia, Gonari, Banndia, Sahas, &g., in the W 
of Dumuria, Thirty or thirty-five deaths are said to have ocourred in the 


course of a week, 


wee . 

33. The Daily Hitavads Os loutta] of the 21st February writes that by px 
eC ae eae ning night-soil to be deposited to the ps 5 
* paw I lighat Road, the Municipal np Je 
made the entire neighbourhood mora unhealthy tha: 
before. | : 
Reference is also made to the annoyance caused to pagsers-by on th 

same road by a practice which the mehters are said to have lately cen o 


¢ 


temporarily allowing their night-soil buckets to rest on the road-gides, and of 
emptying them one into another. 


(f)—Questions affecting the land, 
34, The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 17th February directs the attention 
of the District Magistrate concerned to a letter 
which is publishes in its columns, alleging that 
Babu Girija Prasanna Mukerji, zamindar of Gobardanga, intends collecting, in 


’ 


An oppressive zamindar. 


aid of the expenses connected with his son’s marriage, sums f mangan) Hho 


from 6 to 8 annas to the rupee from his tenants in the Madhudia, Chirulia an 
Rangdia Parganas, where rice is now selling at famine prices, ranging f. om 
Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 5-12 per maund. Other serious oppressions by the same zamindar 
are also hinted at in this letter. re 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


35. The Pallivasi W 3 the 14th 8 ht ae work on the 

; ooghly-Katwa Railway, thoug gun, is being 

The Hoaghiy-Rabws Reiner. delayed. It looks as if the present year would be 
spent with no substantial progress achieved. All the points in oe about the 
lme have been settled, and it is surprisng, therefore, that the Collector has not 
yet begun acquiring land. It is true that earthwork has been begun in certain 


cases, with the permission of thé zamindars concerned, but such permission is not 


being granted in all cases. 

Then, again, rumours are abroad about troubles with regard to the con- 
tractors. The contract for the 11th to the 28th miles is apparently unsettled. 
Further, it is stated that the contractor for the 28th mile and upward has left off 
work, apprehending loss, as the rates were too low in his opinion. The lowneas 
of the rates offered isa subject of complaint with some other contractors also, 
It is this lowness of the rates which is responsible for the slow progress of the 
works, the contractors not coming to work to their full capacity at the existing 
rates, neither daring to throw up their contracts altogether, expecting an early 
improvement in the rates. 

The rates which have been offered for the making of bricks have also 
proved unsatisfactory, the work not haying been begun yet atallin many 
Cases. 3 

36, A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 21st February, 

after pointing out that the Hooghly-Katwa Railway 


whe Hooghly-Katwa Railway. ine will cross the Burdwan-Kalna Road, suggests 
ible, in 
( 


the desirability of having a railway station as near this crossing ab possi 

order to take advantage of the immense volume of bullock-cart traffic (aum- 

bering 300 or 400) which daily passes on this road. It is urged that the two 

sites which have already been considered in this conneection, viz., Nandai and 

Krishnadebpur, are both of them too distant, the one being 8 miles and the 

other 2, from thia road for the poet in question. „„ 
[Ca 


37. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th February writes that an 


Two accident : : 
a ents on the East Indian Burdwan L 


the carriages, Before, however, she could well a 


the 16th previous. when the évening 6-30 up 
ocal train drew up at Bhadreswar Station 
platform, a female attempted to get out af ane of 
ight, the train moved off, 
with the result that she was thrown down on the platform. A cry was raised, 
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( 156 ) 5 


whereupon the train again backed and then only could all the passengers 
alight safely. a 

The paper speaks of another case on the 8th Fe y when a map 
named Chandi Charan Pal, on arrival at Bhedia Station (on the loop line, Kast 
Indian Railway) finding that the door by which he was to alight was locked and 
that his appeals to have it opened drew no response, attempted to get out by 
the door on the opposite side of the carriage, and while doing so the trai, 
moved off and threw him on the ground, inflicting injuries 80 severe ag to 
8 in the re of a few minutes only. | . 

e paper concludes by inquiring who is responsible for accidents }; 

these, and commending lin to the notice of the Railway Board. Chan 
Babu’s heirs are also counselled to seek damages at law. 


38. The same paper makes the following suggestions in connec. 


The new Howrah Railway Sta- tion with the arrangements for passenger traffic 
tion. at the new Howrah Railway Station: 


(1) The writing on the finger-post, which indicates the timing and desti- 
nation of each train starting from each platform, should be 

| not only in English as now, but in the Vernaculars also, 

(2) Separate gates to the platforms should be provided for males and 
for females and for incoming and outgoing passengers, 
respectively. And, for facility of inspection of tickets, the 
entrance gates should’ be so constructed as not to permit of 
more than one person passing each time. 

(3) Third-class hackney carriages should be permitted,: along with 
second-class ones, to draw up alongside of the railway 
platform, at least in the rainy season. 


(h)— General. 


39. The Charu Mihir 101 mensingh } of the 13th February publishes the 

ollowing letter as one which has been addressed 
to those who could not be present personally to 
receive Sir B. Fuller on the occasion of His 
Honour’s late visit to that town :— — 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s re- 
ception at Mymensingh. 


MYMENSINGH, 


The 5th February 1906. 

Sir, | 

On behalf of the Lieutenant-Governor’s Reception Committee I am returning your 
subscription of R. * herewith. The subscription, itappears, was sent in nse to 3 
telegram from me asking if you wish to join in giving a reception to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor. As you took no other steps to assist in His Honour’s reception, the 
acceptance of this money might be liable to misinterpretation. | 

I remain, &o., 
L. O. CLARK x, 
President, R. C. 


* 


And in commenting on it points out that this action of Mr. Clarke's is without 
a precedent; that he did not ask for the assistance of the zamindars in the 
reception in any way; that these zamindars were probably not invited at all; 
and, lastly, that the manner in which certain zamindars were treated on the 
occasion of Lord Curzon’s Darbar and on the occasion of the visit of a former 
Lieutenant-Governor at the Railway station deters all men of respectability 
from attending uninvited at the arrival of a Lieutenant-Governor. 
40. In the opinion of the Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairike 
[Calcutta] of the 14th February, the strength and 
Influence of native public opinion in Bengal 18 
dependent on the existence of a well-manned bar in connection with a first- 
class High Court at Calcutta. Auy partition of Bengal for purposes of er 
istration into two Provinces, even if so arranged as to keep all the Beng 
ing area under one charge, should never be supported, since it 1s sure 
lead in time to the bifurcation of the High Court, with the attendant weakening 
of its bar also. A presidency form of government, in short, is the one form 


The Partition question. 


condition of the Indians or Indian policy. 


( 187 ) 
of solving the question raised: by the Partition which the people should 


rt. , : 
71 The Kasipur Ninas [Barisal] of the 14th February refers to the 


: desirability of some pecuniary assistance being 

I deserving class of Govern- nted by Government to the dék-runners, a 

meat employ’ deserving class of its employés, whose pay is 

usually Rs. 5 or Rs 6 per mensem, in view of the prevailing high prices of 
grains. 

_ 42. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th February commends to 

the notice of the Deputy Postmaster-General at 

The office of he — Post- acca certain complaints which have reached it 

ET alleging that the clerical staff is overworked and 


requires strenthening. It appears that the Postmaster-General at Calcutta 


has 2,318 post-offices under him and 129 clerks, whilo the Deputy Post-master- 


General at Dacca has 1,064 post-offices but only 32 clerks, Of these 32, 14 are 
additional hands taken in at the time of the partition; of these 14 again, 6 are 
temporary men, and of these 6, 4 are entire outsiders, who have superseded 
the claims of men on lower pay already in employ, who naturally looked 
forward to promotion on this occasion. 

43, The Rangpur Vartavaha| Rangpur) of the 16th February says that 
the oppressions of Sir B. Fuller have become 
unbearable to the people of Eastern Bengal. The 
feelings of disgust and discontent which the conduct of the Banaripara punitive 
police is generating in the minds of the people is capable of producing most 
serious consequences, It may incite people to seek revenge, and, in a spirit of 
disregard to the Government, approach their sovereign with a true account of 
the situation. The writer advises all Bengalis to forget all differences amongst 
themselves and stend against oppression in a united ‘ ie Of what use would 
it be to seek protection at the feet of your oppressors 

44, Referring to Mr. Risley’s visit to the Andamans, the Bharat Mitra 

: [Calcutta] of the 17th February says that Mr. Risley 
_ has gone to Kala Pani(a term used for convicts 
punished with transportation). Perhaps there is going to be some reform 
there. It is rumoured in Calcutta that Mr. Risley issued the recent Govern- 
ment resolution punishing the Statesman without consulting Lord Minto, and 
hence His Excellency has removed him from his office. God knows how far 
this is a fact; but in case Mr. Risley has done this shameful act, he has no 
doubt deceived the Government. 
45. Commenting upon the action of the Assam Government in respect of 


“Sir B. Fuller’s silliness.” 


the Weekly Chronicle’ newspaper, the Hitvarta 


e [Calcutta] of the 18th February says that tho 
Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal has, by stopping the supply of the 
Government Gazette to the Chronicle, given evidence of his own want of 
good sense and liberality of mind. People would only laugh at him, while the 
pope will lose nothing. If the paper had committed any illegality, it should 

ave been prosecuted. ‘The reason why this was not done is that there would 
have been, in that case, a serious disclosure. We, however, challenge the 
Government to stop the mouth of the newspapers by such boycotting. We 
know for certain all efforts in this direction are doomed to failure. We trust 
Lord Minto will soon bring Sir Fuller to his senses. | Ree 
46. The Sandhya | Calcutta] of the 20th Pebruary complains of the 
inadequacy of the references to India in the speech 
from the throne on the opening of Parliament, and 
suggests that the moral to be drawn from this is that the people of the country 
should look to themselves and not to any extraneous authority and help. 
47. In noticing the reference to the Prince of Wales’s tour in India, which 
3 oOocurs in the King's speech on the opening of 
Pane King’s speech on opening Parliament, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 

Ailst February writes: 

This is all. Nothing whatever emanated from the Royal lips regarding the 


The King’s speech. 


The august Emperor of India has not said a word about the sorrows 
or joys of that inoffensive, silent, starved and oppressed people, who have 


Kasrron Nrvast, 3 


Feb. 14th, 1906. 


Daur Hnavant, 
Feb. 18th, 1906. 


Baarat Mirra, 
Feb. 17th, 1906, 


Arrvaera, 
Feb. 18th, 1906, 


SANDBYs,, . 
Feo. 20th, 1906. 


Dart Hitavani, 
Feb. 21st, 1906, 
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/ 
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their fat 
who, going without food 
and Princess, 


It is as if his august Majesty had not heard anything at all of 
in which the Indians are passing through, harassed and sorely hart as. 
have been by the government of Messrs. Balfour and Brodrick, Lord Curzon 
and Sir B. Fuller. It is as i the humiliation, harassment and 
the entire Bengali race in the partition affair was a tale evolved from a poet 
imagination; as if the grim spectre of famine whieh has appeared. awa set-off to 


the festivities of the Royal reception and the wails of crores of men and women 


whieh have been raised wers all a dream. Neither the King nor his minister; 
look upon any reform or change in Indian administration as called for. Alas! 


loyal y : 
King ray ngthe y - But his august Majesty he 
ish you are suffer; 
* 


48. Referring to the approaching constitution of a Legislative Couneil 

The Legislati ies for tor Eastern 2 2 —. 2 2 
„ cutta the 15th February inquires who is 
ace ee e ee Bengali e 
Council? How can those who have all along protested against the partition, 
and who have proclaimed their resolve before God and mar to undo the 
partition, now become members of this Council and thereby accept the. partition 
as an accomplished fact? Ample grounds exist for the hope that the partition 
will be: anulled. Who th e, under such circumstances, will choose to be 
— as a traitor amongst his countrymen. by aspiring to a seat on this 


V.—Prospscts. or THE Crops. aun Conorriom oF THE Prope. 
49. The Suhrid Lage vcd of the 12th February, after referring to the 
terrible 


ree of a famine all over the land, 
ay praises Mr. yton, the Collector of Noakhali, for 


having arranged for ta avi advances for the relief of the tenants of kim 


Matbdana SAMACHAR, 
Feb. 14th, 19 6. 


JasOnar, 
Feb. 14th. 1906, 


estates ; and then goes on to suggest a like method of asistance for the * 
of estates generally. The r concludes by calling for a prohibition of the 
export of food-grains.from tho distriot, and also for the suppression of the prac 
tices of the class of people:termed farius who force J aig by 2 
up all the food - grains o for sale at a bazar and later on selling at th» 
same bazar the same food-grains at enhanced prices. 

50. The Maldaha Se ar [Malda] of the 14th February writes thst 

1 3 famine conditions have already begun to prevail 

— in that locality. Paddy is selling at 16 or 16 seers 
to the rupee and rice at 8 or 9 seers for the same price; and it seems as if the 
price of paddy will mount still higher. 

51. The Jasohar [Jemore] of the 14th February warns the District Offcer 
of Jessore that the serious responsibility now lies 
on his shoulders to see that the people under bis 
charge in no way suffer from scarcity of food. Reports of such scarcity u 
already being reosived from Old Kosba, Nowapara and other places in the 
vicinity of the Sadar station. A parda-nashia Musalman * 

| seen out begging, having been driven to this: course, so repugnact 9 
2 by starvation continued over a couple of days, | | 


Scarcity in Jessore. 


/ 
/ 
(BO, ) , 
/ 


Distress in the Midaspore 14th ebro 


5 reports prevalenos of ivy the 
ö Midaapore dustric, and gives the following Waser 
= sci 54 Re, 1-13 maund 
eee eee 20 Re. 3. * ” 
coe ceo? 9 0 Re 3. 0 ” 5 
see eee eee Ans. 2-9 per seer. ' ‘ 
eee eee eee Ans 7-0 99 9 j 


Fodder and fuel also have become dear. 5 

53. The Sanjiwoant ( Caleutta] of the 15th February refers tothe cus of 

7 a man named Kailas Chunder Karmakar, of village 

b e = Ammrakari in Pirospur in Paatergunge, who is cad 

to have gone out and hanged himself because he could not provide food fo 
himself and his family, and comments on it in the following terms:—_ | 
He to whom we pay taxes to preserve the lives of the citizens is god 

in feastings and in witnessing’ fire-works and illumination. He has no thins 
to spare to look into the condition of his subjects. His Magistrates are too 


x 


busy inquiring who are purchasing indigenous goods to spare time for inquities 
into cases of deaths from star vation. b 
It is intolerable that the people of Backergungo should die of starvation. 
We call upou the respectable citizens of Backergunge to send agents to each 
village, compile a list of the inhabitants in each who are without food and 
money and to provide for their sustenance, All Bengal will bear tlie 
expense of feeding them. 1 
54. The Rangpur Vartavaha | Rangpur] of the 16th February says that 
cCoarse rice is selling at Re. 5 and fine rice at 
Rs. 6-8 per maund in Rangpur, and not at the rate 
of 103 seers in the rupee, as an official report says. In Maminpur, Panbavar, 
Shahbazpur, Chengmari and other places mahajans are forcibly stopping cart- 


Dearness of rice in Rangpur. 


loads of rice and compelling their owners to sell the rice to them to the loss 
of the latter, for the owners can get better prices at ur than at these 


places. The attention of the District Magistrate is drawn to the matter. 


VI.—MisceLLaNnEovus. 


55. The Sandhya Catenin of the 15th February writes as follows: 
a ne t seems a mystery to the world outside how 
Ine Tuler# and the ruled in a handful of Englishmen succeed in 2 such 
, a vast country as India under subjugation. People 
wuo have never visited the country think that its inhabitants belong to a 
race of Liliputian dwarfs, while those who have been here and: seen the tall 
and stalwart Sikhs or the Purvia, or the Mahratta or the Rajput, are of opinion 
that the Indians aro so cowardly that the very sight of an Englishmas 
frightens them. In short, the history of British occupation and administra- 
tion of India offers such a deep mystery in this respect as baffled the efforts 
of the civilized West to solve it. We, too, are unable to fathom it fully. 
We, too, think that the English are very powerful and that they govern us by 
their superior strength. But we fail to see that this superior strength wi 
which they are credited does not properly Belong to them but to us, inasmuch 
as it is nothing but the combined’ e of Sikhs, Gurkhas, Pathans, 
Mahrattas and Rajputs who are all our people E ti 
and Mussalmans of India, and not the bayonet of the British soldier which has 
secured for the English their present position in the land. The administration 
of the country is practicully conducted’ by’ natives. Englistimen, of course 
enjoy a: monopoly of all the high posts: witli big emoluments, but the rea 
work is done by us No- Judge can manage his work without the tielp of his 
peshkar, no Magistrate without the help of his beram, and no Superintendent’ 


of the Mapai Bana, 


5 It is the sword of the Hindus 


Feb. 1éth, 1906. 


SaxsTva ni, 
Feb, 16th, 1906. 


RanGcron 
Varravana, 
Feb, 16¢h, 1906. 


Harra. 
Feb. 25th, 1906. 


Al. Punca, 
Feb 15th, 1906. 


SanDHYA, 
Feb. 16th, 1906. 


where feringi kazis are dealing with them as men d 
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of Police without the help of his daroga and burkandaj. The work of drain; 
away the resources of the country is also mostly done with our assistance. T 
existence and prosperity of the 8 trade concerns in the 
depend solely on native muchhuddis, kers, &c. The fact is Englishmen 
have spread a charm over us, and this charm can be broken only if we can cy 
off all connection with them, whether in the public service or in commercial 
affairs. The English have made themselves powerful in India by first inciti 
internecine quarrels in the land and next by taking advantage of — 
turning to account the weakness which such quarrels sooty, Bg the contending 
parties. The 3 21 came to India as a merchant, but suddenly, finding 
the crown of the Moghul Emperor rolling in the dust, he took it up in a fun, 
and put it on his head to see how it would suit him. And from that time he 
has kept it on his head. This is his conquest of the Moghuls. At first the 
Indians were astonished beyond measure to find a number of insignificant 
tradesmen occupying the p of the powerful Moghuls. But afterwards 
when these tradesmen began to spread Western civilization in the coun 
and at the same time show a regard for Indian civilization by cultivati 
Indian shastras and literature, and when their laws began to save the w 
from the oppressions of the strong, and their coffers were opened for the 
establishment of makiabs aud pathsalas, the construction of roads, and other 
public works, and when in famine times they were seen to save the lives 
of thousands with money brought from their own country, the Indians began 
to look upon them as angels and not men, and to think that they had come 
to India for her good and that their highest amibition was to bring about 
her salvation. Thus it was that we came to og our dislike for the colour, 
the religion and the mlechchha habits of the English. Whatever in them 
appeared to be improper to us we considered as mysterious or beyond the 
scope of our criticism. Such were the feelings of the country as regards 
the English twenty years ago. But this charm, under whose influence we 
are and which leads us to think that we are weak, depraved and uncivilized, 
must be broken, and we must now gauge our strength and learn to realise 
the fact that our moral status and civilization are in no way inferior, if not 
superior, to those of the English. According to Englishmen, we are weak, 
but we must nuintuin that we are strong. They say that we are divided, but 
we must firmly hold and act upon the principle that Hindus and Mussalmans 
are inalienably united together as children of one and the same mother. 
This is the principle which has been guiding us thoughout the swadesh 
movement. We should not approach the English with petitions in our hands, 
because tbat will interfere witn the course of training which we are undergoing 
at present and serivusly hamper all our attempts to awaken the internal 
strength of our nation. It is only when this internal strength has been fully 
awakened that our relations with the feringis will be based on sound a 
om 


Then, and then only, shall we have true politics of our own and desist 
licking the feet of feringis like dogs. tee 


56. The Al Punch [Bankipore] of the 15th February has a long article 
headed 'ne wealth of Celestial India on the 
growing poverty of India. The writer quotes 3 
passage from the writings of one Mekum Jan (?) in which that traveller has 
dwelt at length on the poverty of India, attributing the same to the large share 
enjoyed by the foreigners in the loaves and fishes which it is in the power of 


the Government to bestow compared with what the children of the soil are 
permitted to have. 


57. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 16th February writes as follows:— 
6 A slight interference with his interest mas 
oun the fering: lose his senses. It depends on our will 

whether we shail purchase foreign articles or not. But the féeringis become 
5 ver rage if = do not. get are they not doing in the Fuller 5 ominion ? 
o police is picking quarrels with people and dragging them to law courts, 

. leaf with animals brought 

for sacrifice. But where no Opportunity is found of going through mock trials 
in Jaw courts, lathis are used, Gurkhas are let loose, and punitive police forees 
are quartered. There is nothing on earth which they (the feringis) are 1 
capable of. They occupied the Chinese dominion by force in order to get 


the growing poverty of India. 


day 


ith 
object in thie article to 
eer is ourselves that we should hate for crying for justice. We should 
allow matters y= take their Bess ae The quarrel k's 3 be settled. 
iderations of justice and injustice carry no weight with them (/eringis) 
* N ; thin we, and ver st 


when their interest is at stake. They are stronger than we, ey 
compel us to swallow whatever they like with a total disregard for our interest. 
For this reason people should now turn away their eyes from the law courts of 
the feringis to that court which has been recently established in the metropolis. 
Patriotic heroes were honoured in that court, It not only declared not guilty, 
but proclaimed as worthy of all ‘honour and glory those patriots whom the 
feringis had insulted by sending them to jail. Let songs be composed in their 
honour and sung throughout the country. May every heart in the country 
take courage from their deeds! No one will then be afraid of going to jail 
for serving his mother-country. To be seut to jail for one’s mother-country 
isa privilege. May the country ring with pens of glory for the mother on 
such lucky days as may see patriots going to jail, he new court referred to 
above has another work to do. It should bring traitors to the mother-country 
and flatterers of the feringts to social opprobrium. For social control this 
court is more powerful than the fering: courts. Every attempt should be 
made to make it permanent. 5 

58. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th February writes that it is to 
the interest of the official classes to maintain the 
partition, which has been to the majority of them 
a boon rather than otherwise, So it is certain that they will try their hardest 
to keep the partition effective and to suppress the popular agitation against 
it. But it is equally certain that the native public cannot afford to be 
cowed by the powers of the officials or charmed by their flatteries. The 
officials are now declaring that the agitation is subsiding. One can easily 
understand how it is to their interest that such an opinion should gain 
credence, now that the Liberal Party has come into power and that Parlia- 
ment is about to meet. The people must, for the sake of their national interests, 
work with as much zeal as is being shown by the officials. All obstacles must 
be surmounted until the goal is reached. ) 


59. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th February publishes an 
exhortation to the Bengali people not to cease 
agitating in the swadesht cause, the success of 
which, it is said, is a matter of life and death to them. | 


60. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2ist February writes that the 
eee swadesht movement has the sanction of the approval 

W of even persons like Lord Curzon and Sir p- 
fylde Fuller. The agitation has begun at a time when Hindus and Musal- 
mans have forgotten their seotional jealousies and have become linked by 
ties of paternal affection. And those on whom will fall the conduct of the 
agitation in the future have also joined in the work with unconquerable zeal; 
80 there is nothing to fear about the future. There can be no question that the 


victory in this struggle ultimately lies with the people and not with the 
Government. koa | | 


61. Referring to the attitude of the Jewish merchants who own a 


Pek | number of mines in the Transvaal towards the Gov- 
wer. ences Of an unlawful ernment as a consequence of the action taken by 
the latter in regard to the Chinese Labour 
Ordinance, the Hstvarta (Calcutta) of the 18th February says that English 
men have rd à brave nation of its liberty by waging an unlawful war 
against it, They cannot but take its consequences. 


62. The same paper has the following in describing the defeat of the 


Defeat of the Conservatives. Oonzervative Party and some of its leading men at 
the late election. 


Agitation against the partition. 


The ewadeshé agitation. 


Hava, 
Feb. 16th, 1906. 


Dall HA vai, 
Feb, 16th, 1906. 


Dat HitavaDdi, 
Feb Als, 1906. 


9 Hnranza, 
Feb. 18th, 1906. 
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Mr. Brodrick, too, has now lost his greatness. He held his hi 
a long time at the cost of the Indians. He who considered eG rete 
any favour to the suffering Indiaus, who, being blinded by Imperialiam 
increased the military expenditure of the country a hundredfold, who, having 
supported the partition of Bengal, pierced the hearts of 2 million 
of the Bengalis and who failed to keep his promise made to Mr. Herbert 
Roberts regarding the submission of papers on the subject of partition to 
Parliament, the same Mr. Brodrick, once the 3 Secretary of State for 
India, is now twinkling like a glow-worm in the brilliant starlit heaveng of 
the English political world. . | * 
Lord Curzon is also now wallowing in the dust in some corner of England, 
having lost all authority, pride and arrogance. 
nt Basoavast, 63. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th February has the 
Feb. 19th, 1906. following — | 


Bg et os srapelemeranea The fact that out of eleven thousand candi. 
F dates who volunteered to join the British army 
in South Africa during the last Boer war, only one thousand were 
found fit for being enlisted goes to show the extent to which 
the British people have deteriorated in their physique. This is due to the 
falling off in the agricultural population, who have taken to other and more 
lucrative pursuits, such as enlisting in the Army, etc. The paper hopes that if 
the swadeshi movement remains in full swing in India and the Government 
give the Indians more of self-government, a number of English people 
who come over to India to serve in the army or are employed in the various 
industries at home would be available for agriculture. 


SANDAYA, 64. The Sandhya n the 19th February writes as follows 

Feb. 19th, 1906. alt any of those who are receiving English 

mn education amongst us are of opinion tbat high 

principles of liberty and civilization never flourished in India, and that they 

must now be imported into this country from England. These people, more- 

over, believe that the feringt constitution is so liberal that with its help they 
will be able to secure high posts and privileges. Their faith in and res 


for the English people, who are believed by them to be the —＋ 
this liberal constitution, are unbounded. They, therefore, think that even 
if Minto and Morley kick them out, they must seek protection at the feet of 
these generous Englishmen. We often read in history that the world knows 


not of a more deadly race of bombatias (pirates) than the English. But the 
charm of their polished and refined exterior overpowers us. 


Urrya Papers. 


renner 65. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 3rd February states that 


small-pox prevails in that state, and that its Raja 
a a has 3 the services of qualified vaccinators 
with a view to check the spread of the disease. 
66. The same paper regrets that 232 persons died of plague in Nagpur, 
Bate and that the disease is making its way towards 
On making its way to Orissa. It has made its appearance in Madras, 
| and as there is steam communication between 
Madras and Orissa, the disease may appear in the latter province on any day. 
Thus Orissa stands in great danger. 


8 67. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Belews of the 7th February says that 


NavasAUvag. 


5 er, the health 
Feb. 7th, 1906. Public health in Mayurbhanj. 4 th : 2 1 e weather 
3 68. The Orissabasi [Caleutta] of the 5th February reports that cholers 
Feb, be, 1908. Poblic health in Cal and small-pox prevail in Calcutta, and that the 
ves ee daily mortality for the last week was about 104, 
of ar about 7 were due to plague. Thus the health of the Caloutta tows 
is bad. 
Sauvap Vaurea, 3 69. The Samvad Vahika (Balasore) of the 8th 
Feb. b.. 1900, i pr February states that cholera prevails in Padmapur 
in Balasore. : 1 
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ae 70. The eame paper regrets to learn that owing 
Cattle plague in Balasore. to cattle plague many cattle have perished: in 
Pirhat and Arua in Balasore.. r 1 One 5 
71. Referring to the resolution of Government on the quinquennial 
report for the Presidency Division, the Utkaldipika 
General _insanitation of the (Cuttack) of the 10th February observes that. it 
— is clear from the report that the population in 
that division is decreasing on account of the general insanitation of the 
districts included in it, and that though it wus pointed out 20 years ago that 
obstruction to na drainage was one of the causes of malarial. fever, 
nothing has been done as yet to remove the complaint. The writer hopes that 
the complaint will be removed ere bang. Se 
: 72. The Sambalpur Hitatshini [Bamra] of the 
3ist January states that there was slight rain in 


The weather in Bamra. 


that state. . | 
ee 73. The same paper states that foot and 
Cattle disease in Sembalpar. mouth disease prevails among cattle in the 
Sambalpur district. ? 
1 74. The Utkaldarpan|Sambalpur] of the 5th 
The weather in Sambalpur. February states that there was a good shower of 


rain accompanied with thunder-storm in Sambalpur. , 

75. The Dhenkanal correspondent of the Manorama [ Baripada] of the 5th 
February states that a few.showers of rain that fell 
in that State have done injury to the mango crop. 

76. The Balasore correspondent of the Orissa- 

n bast [Calcutta] of the 8th February states that 

there were good showers of rain in Balasore, 

The Samvad Vahika L Balasore | of the 8th February states that the winter 

is at an end and that the spring breezes are blowing. | 

77. The Garjatbasini {Talcher] of the 10th February states that there 

were good showers of rain in that state, and that 
there was high water in the Brabmani river. 


The weather in Dhenkanal. 


The weather in Talcher. 


a February states that the sky is clear and that the 


winter is an end. 
: 79. The Madhupur correspondent of the 
mtu near the Brah- same paper states that high water in the Brahmani 
: has done injury to the standing crops on the lands 
adjoining its banks. 
3 80. Tho Satyabadi correspondent of the 
diltatde Price of rice in the Pari same paper states that the price of rice is rising, 
and that that staple food is hardly availablein that 


part of the Puri district. | 
81. The same paper states that two fires occurred in the Cuttack town 
Fires in Outtack. which consumed several houses, including property 


of large value. 
82. The same paper states that a young man 


+ men er ar ge of 20 years in Nyagarh was killed by a tiger in 


daytime. 
83. The same paper advises District Collectors in Orissa to take note 
11 of the fact that a severe type of distress, in the 


shape of scurcity of food and water, is imminent. 
Already the wells in Cuttack are dry, and the level of the water surface in 
tanks is very low. Complaints regarding want of drinking water are coming 
from all directions, while the price of rice, paddy, kulthi and pulse is rising 
fast. It is now high time for District Bourds, aided by District Officers, to 
organize measures of relief, thereby giving work to the labouring classes, who 
are sure to fall the first victims to the coming catastrophe, 

The Balasore correspondent of the Orissabasi [Calcutta] of the 8th Feb- 
ruary states that the price of rice is rising fast in that district, and the effect 
of the rise on the poor is already visible, 

The Lanjigarh correspondent of the Garjatbasins [Talcher] of the 10th 


February states that the price of rice is risi ich in th th 
rabi is equally dear. price of rice N rising high in that place and that the 


78. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th 
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84. The Se adds that one man was killed by a . 
here in the last weck. ’Eiꝛ3 
1 85. The same paper states that a notorious tiger was killed -by a Bam 


} 


ee eye. Prince in the Tsloher’ State, Thie has 
A man-eater killed. great relief to a large number of villagers — ht 
State. 5 „ , 
Year SE 86. The same paper states that small-nar; 
Small-pox in Oniteck. raging in the Jajpur ö subdivisio j n of the G 


ct. 
87. The Sambalyur Hitaishins f ~~ of the 3rd February t 5 
e pur: 8 * His 


me Honour the Lieutenant. Governor of Bengal for 
The Lieutenant · Governor of introducing Uriya into the courts in the Gangor, 


Bengal thanked. „State, and is satisfied that Uriya is. steadily 

replacing Hindi in the Sambalpur district, including the Feudatory States, 

| 88. The Manorama [Baripada} of the 5th February admires the simpli. 

_._ @ity of dress adopted by the Raja of Khalikote 

The Raja of Thalikote in in Madras on the occasion of the visit of the 

I Prince of Wales to that town, and ‘hopes that other 
Princes will follow his example. ; oe 

89. The Rangpur correspondent of the same paper regrets to find that 

the absence of money-order forms in the local 

sub- post office is causing great inconvenience to 


Want of mony-order forms. 


the public in that place. 
90. The Orissabasi {Calcutta | the 905 Februar eee to learn that 
a party of gentlemen, including students. while 
The 92 N. 4 the a from the Town Hall — me 
ate ai tig sing by the Bow Bazar Thana, were assulted 
by some Police constables without any grounds of provocation; The writer 
is sorry that the Police should have been in such an uncontrolled condition in 
the metropolis of India. | 
91. The Poramari correspondent of the same 
Mlk, ro paper states that drinking water is not available in 
sufficient quantity in many villages in that place. 
92. The Chandri correspoadent of the same — states that a notorious 
: i : tiger is terrorizing the villages in that State, and 
The Bees coany ia Chante os people ae ust bold po to go out in 
quest of work or employment. iA 
9. The Cuttack correspondent of the same paper brings the claims of 
Claims of the ministerial officers the ministerial officers in the Public Works Depart- 
in the Public’ Works Depart- ment to the notice of Government, and observes 
ment. that their salaries should be increased along with 
those of other ministerial officers. : ee 
94. The Garjatbasini [‘Talcher] of the 10th February complains that the 


aps ost Muster of that State is not able to keep a 
eens om Sub-Post Master sufficient quantity of postage stamps in deposit on 
account of the neglect of the Sub-Post Master of 
Dhenka nal to supply the same quickly and in good quantity. 
95. ‘The same paper thanks Government: for establishing eight guru- 
The Government thanked. waning schools in the Orissa Garjats, 5 by that 
5 means an impetus is given to primary education, 
which is in its infancy in the Garjat States. 
96. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 7th February takes 
8 „ de domiciea Sreat pains to bring the claims of Bengals 
Bengals in Orig. d4domiciled in Orissa to the notice of Government, 
bo tty and suggests that some educated members of that 
community should be appointed as Sub-Registrars. de 
97. Referring to the recent riot in Calcutta, the same paper observes 
8 that such a state of things is very undesirable at 
a time when the Hindus and the Mihammadans 
are united together under the flag of :swadesi-ism and are trying their best to 
obtain an extension of their rights and privileges. | : 
98. The Utkaldipika’ [Cuttack] of the 10th 
ruary. thanks the Maharani ‘of Hutwa for her 


D 


Drinking - water not available 


thanked 
Pathsala in Calcutta. 


The Maharani of Hutwa Feb 


donation of Rs. 5,000 to the fund of the Mahakah — 


| ( 165 ) 


The same ints out the necessity of establishing a sub- 
vs ‘ae —9 office at Sonamahi in the Nayagarh 
A sub-post office wanted. tate. 
100. Referring to the removal of restrictions recently imposed on the 
| Calcutta Statesman by the Government of Iudia, 
: the same paper observes that the matter has ended 
ee happily for the parties. 
101. The same paper regrets that though six candidates from the 
Cuttack Ravenshaw College appeared in the last 
The Ravenshaw College. B. L. examination, not even one was successful. 
The Ravenshaw College has been showing poor results for the last few years, 
and it therefore needs thorough overhauling. —_— | 
102. The same paper draws the attention of the landed interest in 
_ Orissa to the cultivation of cotton in large quantity 
The cultivation of cotton in in that province, as it is very necessary that India, 
aes | in order that it may become self-supporting and 
independent, should rely on its own resources so far as cotton piece-goods 
are concerned. | 
103. Referring to the special constables’ case that was recently with- 
| „drawn by the Government of Eastern Bengal and 
pene special ieh Curt. in Assam at the instance of the Chief Justice of the 
: ' Calcutta High Court, the same paper observes that 
Sir B. Fuller has acted wisely and that he should now punish those District 
Officers who brought about all the troubles in connection with the case by 
their indiscretion, insolence and high-handedness ; for true prestige is enhanced 
not by acting wrongly, but by acting in a just and righteous way. 
104. Referring to the anti-partition monster meeting recently held in the 
3 a Calcutta Town Hall, the same paper points out 
ogee etm Partitian meeting at that the Bengalis have a just grievance, which it 
is the duty of the Secretary of State for India to 
remove at once. The writer admires the spirit in which the proceedings of 
the meeting were carried on. 
105. Referring to the opening of the Bogla Dharmasala at Puri and its 
The maintenance of the Bogla financial state, the same paper observes that as 
Dharmasla st Puri. the donor has already paid Rs. 35,000 towards its 
construction, it is not fair to trouble him for more money; neither is it in 
keeping with the spirit of the donor to realize rents from those who may 


/ 


Government and the Statesman 


occupy the rooms in that institution. It is therefore necessary that the Puri 


Municipality and the Puri Lodging-house Committee should come forward 
to provide funds for the maintenance of the institution. 

106. The Satyabadi correspondent of the same paper complains that 
passengers are unnecessarily detained at the Satya- 
: : badi station for want of room in the carriages 
running between Puri and Jatni, and that it is the duty of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway management to remove the complaint at once. 

107. A correspondent of the same paper makes an appeal to the Uriyas 

* their dialect from the corroding effects of 
dialect.” e Orh time and from the tendency of the age towards 
scientific absorption and unification, by organiza- 
tion, common zeal, and united effort. The writer thanks Lord Curzon and 
Sir Andrew Fraser for their sympathy and help in giving Uriya its proper 
place in the courts of the Sambalpur district and its attached States. 


Assam Papers. 


108. The Silchar [Cachar] of the 15th February expresses a hope that the 
8 appointment of the Assam Labour Enquiry 
Coumiatan’ Labour Enquiry Commission will result in the abolition of the 
ee oe contract system, the existence of which, in its 
Opinion, constitutes a disgrace to the British Government. : 
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II. -Houn ApMINIsTRATION. 
(a) — Police. f 1 
181. The Bengales writes that the recent outrage alleged to have been 


committed upon a Hindu woman by a constable of | 


The punitive police at Bonari- the Bonaripara Police lends colour to the assump- 
— tion that the punitive force have been permitted 
to do just what they please, as this is not the only act of lawlessness 
committed by them. They have evidently got out of hand and are the ‘real 
masters’ of the situation. The journal goes on to point out that the authori- 
ties incur a grave responsibility y the quartering of punitive police, as the 
latter thoroughly realise the fact that they are located in a particular 
place with a view to punishing the people concerned and the feeling naturally 
imparts an impulse to the lawless instincts of a more or less uneducated set 
of men, decked in brief authority and quartered among a helpless people.’ 
Thus a punitive police force, in order that it may not be converted into an 
engine of oppression, needs the most careful and effective supervision, and it 
is feared that this supervision has been wanting at Bonaripara, as everybod 
connected with the new Government from the Lieutenant-Governor and his 
Chief Secretary downwards is ‘saturated with the spirit of repression.’ The 
resent generation of Bengalis will not forget the recent achievements of Sir 
Bampfylde Fuller, and the least that can be said of the bitterness that has been 
created is that it will add enormously to the difficulties of administration and 
jeopardise the very efficiency that was expected to result from the partition. 
In a resolution of July last, the Government of India declared that eve 


effort would be made to conciliate the people and gain their acquiescence to the 


scheme, but what a divergence there has been between profession and 
action ? | 
„The quartering of Gurkhas at Barisal, of a punitive police at Bonaripara, 
of a body of military police at Serajganj, the enrolment. of special constables, 
the issuing of illegal and repressive circulars, the dispersion of public 
meetings, the suppression of telegrams are forsooth part and parcel of that 
policy of conciliation which will glorify Sir Bampfylde Fuller and his adminis- 
tration in the annals of British rule in India.“ | 
The people have been ‘ exasperated,’ and the present tension will continue 
as long as Sir Bampfylde Fuller is at the head of the Government and is 
permitted to carry on his repressive policy. The Bengales appeals to Lord 
Minto to intervene, and asks that the punitive police at Bonaripara may be 
withdrawn, if for no other reason at least for this, that the authorities of the new 
province are not able to control them. | 
182. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that there are a good many methods 
buy ſwhich t the authorities can make the people of 
ane alleged outrage at Bonari- this country realise their utter helplessness, but 
perhaps the most terrible form of executive punish- 
ment is the quartering of punitive police. In the case of dacoits or violent 
rioters such a meagure would be justifiable, but there is no excuse for quartering 
punitive police on the ‘most innocent, quiet, and law-abiding people in the 
world,’ namely, the inhabitants of Bonaripara and Noruttumpur, who, according 
to Sir William Hunter, are very high caste Bunjay Kayesthas. The numerous 


Kayestha families resident in these villages are closely related, and another 


remarkablo fact is that there is not a single Muhammadan among the village 
population. These two circumstances account for the total absence of crim- 
inal cases in Bonaripara and Noruttumpur; but, nevertheless, punitive police 
have been quartered in these villages on., the ground that public tran- 
quillity was disturbed! This plea cannot stand, and the public impression is 
that the inhabitants have been punished in this way owing to the conduct of 
an irresponsible urchin who threw a olod of earth in the direction of the 
District Magistrate’s boat. If this is so, there is no denying that the authorities 
in the new province are the ‘wisest and the justestin the world,’ Are the 


entire people of two villages to be besieged for a year and made to pay a fine 
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of Rs. 10, 000 to meet the cost of the police for the maintenance of public 
tranquillity because some unknown urchin insulted the Magistrate? This is 
actually the case, and the people are suffering greatly in consequence, 
Although something like a famine is prevailing, the cost of the panitive 
police is being pitilessly realised from them. More unbearable than 
this, however, are the various sorts of police oppression, the most recent 
being a ‘ horrible outrage’ committed by a constable on a woman belongi 

to the Jugi caste. It appears that the former entered her hut at midni 

accompanied by two Muhammadans who tied down her brother-in-law, The 
cries of the woman and her daughter brought the neighbours to the spot, and 
the constable was arrested by a chaukidar and inquiries have been instituted, 
If the woman; was really sought to be outraged, then the Government and not 
the illiterate constable are the real authors of her misery. The situation has not 
only become serious, but most scandalous. Why are the additional police 
being retained when the policemen are ‘dying of ennui and have no other 
work but to exercise terrorism? It is high time that the Viceroy stepped in 
and terminated this ‘gigantic scandai.’ pepe 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


183. The Bengales writes that in his judgment in the Bhowanipur Police 
case, the District and Sessions Judge of the 
24-Parganas observed that he was unable to miti- 
gate the severity of the sentence, as the appellant was not a thoughtless 
student, but an educated, grown-up man.” Because the appellant was an 
e educated man,” is that any reason why he should be condemned to herd with 
professional crimivals? And what was the offence—boxing the ears of a police- 
— ? A fine would have been sufficient, assuming that the appellant was 
really guilty. 
163. . and Guardian writes that the decision of the Sessions Judge 
1 of Alipore in the Bhowanipur Police case confirms 
5 the popular conviction that it is useless defending 
students when prosecute’ by the police. The accused, Babu Senath Kumar 
Bose, was charged with assaulting and obstructing a police officer in the 
discharge of his duties, but the real facts are that while the accused was 
waiting for a tram car he received a push from a constable and, on remonstrat- 
ing, was assaulted and arrested by the police. Although the defence story 
accounted for his presence at the scene of disturbance and despite the impossi- 
ble, illogical, and unsupported version of the police, the accused was sentenced 
to a month’s rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 100. This is the result 
of the case and we are asked to hold up such decisions. to the gaze of other 
nations as the best specimens of Justice—fair and even-handed Justice—J ustice 
quite unparalleled in the history of the world! Tiny creatures as we are, we 
fail to realise our position, in view of such splendid achievements, and we are 
forced to exclaim, O, Heaven, save us from such unalloyed Justice! 
185. Referring to the Bhala sedition case, New India is of opinion that the 
policy of prosecuting persons for publishing ‘ foolish 
effusions’ betrays a nervousness that must prove fatal 
to the preservation of that prestige which has always been the strongest bulwark 
of British authority in this country. In taking such serious notice of the 
‘ allegorical darbar in hell,“ Government bas done more to bring the authorities 
of the State into contempt than the writings in the Bhala could ever have done. 
‘The Fuller Government in East Bengal and Assam, the Fraser Adminis- 
tration in West Bengal, are both liable to this charge, for both have been 
bringing the authority of the State in the country into utter contempt by their 
nervous folly in persecuting people for their devotion to the swadeshi cause. Jack 
in Barisal, 7 in Rangpur, Thompson in Mymensingh, and, above all, 
Carlyle and Risley at the Secretariats of the Bengal and India Government, 
have by their acts and measures been exciting feelings of hatred and hostility 
against the British rule, which no journalist or politician, even of the most 
violent type, has as yet been able to rouse. The people of India must be 
utterly devoid of common human sentiency nct to feel outraged by the way 
that the present Governmentsin Bengal have been trying to deal with the 


The Bhowanipur Police case. 


The Bhala sedition case. 


| ( 83 ). 
adeshi agitation; and those who so violently outrage public feelings. do 
ae areata tala hatred or hostility towards the Government they represent 
than any Indian journalist or speaker. But their sedition is privileged, and 
so they escape punishment which they more richly deserved than their Indian 
confreres, though both are equally engaged in the work of bringing discredit 
and destruction on the British rule in India. et ee 
186. The Amrita Basar Pairika is of opinion that the case of assault brought 
ne by Sasidhar Neogy against the Serajganj Poli 
The care of Baba Sasidhar p Ba not have been compromised on the accused 
5 2 against the Serajge>j constables tendering an apology, but that the trial 
ie should have been proceeded with in the interests of 
the officials themselves. The anxiety of the Magistrate to bring about an 
amicable settlement will only lead the ‘foolish public’ to infer that he wished 
to screen the official or officials who were in some way responsible for the 
assault committed on the complainant by the constables. But did not the 
Assam Police, by their feats, muke it very clear that the Government of Sir 
B. Fuller was above law and constitution, and has not the apology tendered to 
the complainant brought chat all-powerful Government to its knees? Asa 
matter of fact, the apology has not humiliated the constables, who were mere 
instruments, but the Government, 
187. The Bengalee writes that the very extraordinary procedure adopted by 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate in the trial of cer- 
Severe strictures upon the pro- tain alleged swadesh: cuses sent up by the police, has 
cedure of the Chief Freadener been subjected to a scathing exposure by the High 
, Court, who issued a rule, which has since been made 
absolute, calling upon the Chief l’residency Magistrate to show cause why the 
conviction of Babu Amulya Chandra Chatterji under section 283 of the Penal 
Code should not be set aside. This case, says the journal, arose out of the 
Shampukur affair, in which, it will be remembered, the police arrived after 
the disturbance was over and, after having indiscriminately assaulted passers-by 
arrested a number of innocent persons, all of whom were sentonced to a fine o 
Rs. 10 as the result ofa trial that ‘bristled with irregularities of every 
description.’ : 
The facts of the above case are that on the 27th November last, Babu 
Amulya Chandra Chatterji, who is an Assistant to a European jute broker, left 
office at about 5-30 p.m., having in his possession Ra. 530 in ten rupee-notes. 
He visited the house of a well-known solicitor in Grey street, and on his way 
home, at about 6 o'clock, noticed a large crowd at the. 82 of Raja 
Harendra Krishna’s Lane and Shambazar Street. Before he could ascertain 
what the disturbance was about he was arrested and hustled about, with the 
result that he lost the money in his possession. He was subsequently placed 
on his trial, and although his pleader asked for time in order to produce witnesses, 
the application was refused and the accused was fined Rs. 10. In returniug the 
roceedings to the Chief Presidency Magistrate, the High Court have asked for 
hia explanation in regard to three points. The Bengalee suggests that the best 
explanation that can be offered by the Chief Presidency Magistrate regarding the 
various irregularities pointed out by the High Court, is that swadsshi-phobia 


had momentarily obscured his intellect and blunted his senso of justico and 


fair play.’ : 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


188. Justice,” writing to the Bengalce, draws attention to certain facts 
e emphasising tho injustice of the resolution passed 

» Horch Municipality: by the Commissioners of the Howrah Munici- 
pality, sanctioning the purchase of a motor car for the use of the 
Magistrate-Chairman. Some time last year, says the writer, the Chairman went 
on a tour of inspection. The Commissioners of the respective wards suggested 
improvements, at a slight cost, but nearly every one of these proposals was 
rejected on the ground that funds were wanting. The request of the inhabi- 
tants of Lakshman Dass’s and Girish Chandra Banerji’s Lanes for the lighti 
of these important and busy thoroughfares with gas was similarly rejected. 
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ight be that no provision was made in the last budget to moet these demands, 
bat, nevertheless, the impression should not be eonveyed that the finances of the 
Municipality rise and fall to suit the requirements of the authorities. It ig 
hoped that the requirements of the rate-payers will be budgeted for this year 
ide by side with the motor car.’ | : 
189. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee, draws the attention of the 
1 Municipal authorities to the grievances of the rate- 
24 payers of Bustee No. 3, Bridge Road, Chetla. The 
erection of a gowkhana in the very heart of the zustee is a source of great 
inconvenience and annoyance. More than this, the narrow lanes which are also 
badly lighted are allowed to remain in a neglected condition, with the result 
that they become impassable after a shower, The hardship, however, that most 
keenly oppresses the inhabitants is that they cannot obtain drinking-water. The 
main pipe which used to supply their demand has ceased to do so, owing to the 
building of the adjacent gowkhana gates; and the inhabitants are forced to get 
their water from the river, the paths to which are also impassable. Their suffer- 
ings, owing to the want of drinking-water in all seasons, especially during the 
summer, are simply indescribable, notwithstanding the fact that the rates have 
been enhanced since December last. Is it too much to hope that the Municipal 
authorities will lay down water-p:pes in this bustee and so relieve the sufferings 
of the inhabitants ? 


9) Railways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation. 


190. The Bengalee publishes the facts of a fatal accident which recentl 
occurred at Bhedia, a station on the East Indian Rail- 
way. It appears that the deceased, Cbundi Charan 
Pal, was travelling from Burdwan to Bhedia on the morning of the 8th instant, by 
No. 17 up-passenger. On arriving at Bhedia, the Babu called out toa porter to 
2 the carriage door, which was locked. No one responded to his call, and as 
the train was about to start he attempted to get down by the off-side door. Just 
at this moment the train started, and the poor man fell down, seriously injured, 
and expired a few minutes later. Such inattention on the part of the porters 
to the calls of passengers has formed the subject of several complaints, and 
steps should be taken by the Railway authorities to put an end to such a highly 
unsatisfactory state of things. The journal hopes that the case under notice 
will be inquired into and the offenders punished. 

191. The Bengalee briefly notices the hardship caused by the new rule 
under which one anna is charged as ‘ postage 
due’ in respect of every post-card on which the 
ad dress is so written as to encroach upon the stamp. ‘If only a line’ touche 
thostamp, the fine of ono anna is forthwith imposed. ‘Not one man in as 
million’ knows of the existence of such a rule, and the journal holds that 
the Post Office ‘is not justified in increasing its revenue by taking advantage 
ef the ignorance of the people.’ Could not the Postal authorities take 
soem special measures to notify the existence of this rule more widely and 
effectively than they appear to have done yet? 


Who is to blame for it ? 


A postal grievance. 


(4)— General, 


192. New India is sure that the Weekly Chronicle of Sylhet will not 
bemoan the loss entailed by the ‘foolish order 
eiten oer the Fuller Government,’ depriving it of the 
1 Provincial Gazette, as that journal has not been 
maintained all these years by official patronage and consequently will not 
collapse if it 9 withdrawn. The journal considers that the loss inflicted 
on official dignity by the exhibition of impotent rage’ and ‘ feminine 
petulance on the part of ‘ Lieutenant-Governor Fuller, is far than 


any loss that could be inflicted on th : 
y 3 e purse or inflacnee of the Weekly 


( 85 ) 


Partition ” 
; | contributed to the Indian Nation, Baba Hari 
nun. Mohan A late e Awistant to the 
issioner of the Rajshahi Division, points out that the best possible 
— 4 and one that would meet all requirements, would be the 
conversion of Bengal as it was, together with Assam, into a Presidency 
Government. This system of aig eg however, has been declared to 
be a “relic of the past,” and it has further been said that Bengal is suited 
for one-man rule only. The next best arrangement would therefore be to 
form Bengal as it existed before the partition, minus Bihar, Chota Nagpur, 
and (rissa, plus Assam, into a Lieutenant-Governorship, with chief head- 
quarters in Calcutta, summer head-quarters at Darjeeling and Shillong 
alternately, and tour head-quarters at Dacca and Chittagong, instead of at 
Ranchi and Bankipur as at present; Bihar, Chota Nagpur, and Orissa bei 
formed into a Chief Commissionership, with chief head-quarters at Ranchi — 
tour head - quarters at Bankipur and Cuttack. Suech an arrangement would 
meet all requirements and should therefore be acceptable to Government. 

The present territorial redistribution requires readjustment. The object 
of partitioning Bengal was twofold, namely, to afford relief to His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor and to develop Assam and give it a maritime 
exit.” Since the transfer of the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions would 
sufficiently realise the ends in view, the severance of the Rajshahi Division, 
in addition, is quite unnecessary. Being nearer to Calcutta than to Shillong, 
Dacca, or Chittagong, the administration of the Rajshahi Division could 
be more efficiently and conveniently carried on from Calcutta than from an 
of the proposed capitals of the Eastern Province. Moreover, “to get to the 
summer head quarters of the Bengal Province through scores of miles of 
another Province seems absurd.” In the words of a senior member of the 
Civil Service,’ it would seem “ only logical” to transfer also the Presidency 
and Burdwan Divisions to the new province. i, 

194. The Amrita Bazar Patrika intends publishing a series of articles 

ae . in which it will endeavour to show that the parti- 
reundh ration of Bengaland the tion of Bengal was effected in spite of the wishes 
of a whole nation, and that the measure was 


193. In an article on the Readjustment of the Bengal 


unnecessary, uncalled for, and opposed not only to all principles of justice 
and good government, but to existing Parliamentary statutes. If these truths 
are demonstrated, it cannot be conceived that a Liberal Government that has 
a reputation to maintain, will refuse the very modest and reasonable ! 
of the people to go through the subject again. If this is not done, it would 
result not merely in the perpetuation of a ‘monstrous wrong,’ but in the 
‘practical emasculation of the Bengali nation.“ The dismal future of the 
a has already been foreshadowed by the ‘relentlessly despotic’ ‘and 

ussian methods adopted in the new province, and the Bengalis of the old 
province will find themselves equally powerless to cope with the executive 
when once the status of the High Court is lowered and the position of Oaloutta 
as the centre of political thought is destroyed. Thus, if the Bengali nation 
is to be saved, the partition must be withdrawn. Moreover, would extinction 
of the Bengalis redound to the glory of the English nation and more particu- 
larly a Liberal Ministry? ‘Let Englishmen never forget that it is to no 
inconsiderable extent that they owe their Indian Empire to the sacrifice, 


devotion, and loyalty of the er f nation, and that the latter therefore do 


not deserve such an unmerited punishment at their hands. The Bengali 
Babu may have his disagreeable features, but in his heart of hearts he is a 
sincere well-wisher of British rule in this country. And why should 
not the Government undo the thing when by so doing they will rawe, and 
not lower, their prestige, and eternally oblige the Indians?’ 

II its issue of date, the journal discusses the first ground for a recon- 
sideration, namely, the intense opposition evoked by the measure. Some 
conception of this opposition can be formed from the fact that within two 
months of the publication of Mr. Risley’s letter of the 8rd December 1008, 
containing the first intimation of the original scheme of partition, no less 
than 500 public meetings were held in East Bengal alone. Besides, on the 
_ 18th March 1904, a monster meeting was held in the Calcutta Town Hall, 
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at which the leaders of the province assembled and entered an emphatic 
protest against the measure. An agitation so unparalleled and an opposition 
so strong and so universal should never have been ignored, and even in India 
it would have been pondered over by the Government, had it taken place 
but a decade ago. Not only, however, was popular sentiment flouted, but 
the original scheme was ‘secretly’ expanded and thrust upon the people in 
a more objectionable form. In his tour in Eastern Bengal Lord Curzon 
hinted at this larger scheme and the creation of a new province, but the 
announcement instead of allaying public feeling, intensified it. His Lordship 
has said that the larger scheme of reconstruction having met all the“ genuine 
objections,” has left the opposition with no basis save that of sentiment on 
which to continue their stand. Events have shown how grossly the situation 
has been misrepresented. | 
The resolutions adopted at the Town Hall meeting of the 18th March 1904 
protesting against the alternative scheme,” were submitted to the Govern. 
ment of India on the 27th April, but nothing further regarding partition 
was heard till November of the same year, when it was rumoured that the 
division of bengal had been practically decided upon. The Government of 
Bengal were interpellated on the 17th December 1904, but the following 
reply was vouchsafed:—‘‘The matter is before the Government of India, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor is not in a position to make any statement 
regarding it.” The Government of India were accordingly approached for 
information on the 6th January 1905, but their reply was: —“ No decision 
has yet been come to on the subject.” Both these replies appear in their 
true light when it is said that Sir Andrew Fraser's letter containing the 
roposals for creating another province was submitted to the Government of 
india on 6th April 1904, and that on the 22nd January 1905, Lord Curzon 
despatched his final scheme to the Secretary of State for India, ‘ appealing to 
Mr. Brodrick to sanction it.’ Thus what the authorities did was to develop 
and mature their plans with ‘sustained secrecy and disingenuousness, thereby 
withholding every opportunity from interested parties to express their views 
and opinions on the subject.’ | 
195. Continuing, the Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that as soon as the 
| people recovered from the ‘stunning’ announce- 
foe artition of | Bengal—Grounds ment that the partition of Bengal had received the 
g sanction of the Secretary of State, they strove to 
convince Lord Curzon of the unjustifiable character of the measure. A monster 
meeting was held in the Calcutta Town Hall on 7th August 1905, under the 
8 of the Maharaja of Cossimbazar. Further, the leading men of 
engal wired to the Secretary of State to suspend the measure and to the 
Viceroy to receive them in deputation, when they could explain matters. Both 
requests were unsuccessful, and the result was that a wave of excitement and 
alarm swept over the country. Meetings were held in every nook and corner 
of the province, but the more the people protested the greater grew the 
determination of the Government to ignore public opinion and carry the scheme 
through, In fact, Lord Curzon’s despatch asking for its speedy sanction on the 
ground that to defer sanction ‘‘ would be to afford opportunities for the renewal 
of the agitation,” shows clearly how ‘thoroughly un-English and heartless’ were 
the methods adopted to carry the scheme into effeet. Thus, it was deliberately 
laid down. that. an agitation in regard to a measure of the hightest importance 


‘in which tens of millions of His vee ply Indian subjects were most vitally 


interested’ was not to be permitted and that Government should not consider 
the interests of the people! Not only. however, were the prayers of the people 
disregarded, but the authority of the British Parliament itself was set at naught. 
On the 8th of August 1905, Mr. Herbert Roberts brought forward his motion 
for the withdrawal of the Partition Resolution, This motion was withdrawn on 
the Seeretary of State promising to furnish what papers he could in order to 
elucidate the whole question. Before Parliament, however, could be given an 
opportunity of considering the matter, the partition was accomplished, despite. 

r. Brodrick’s definite promise to lay fuller information before the House. 
This unconstitutional procedure alone warrants a reconsideration of the 


entire case, 


(r.) 


96. It appears, writes the Bengalee, that certain Distriot and Subdivi- Bsxeatss, 
e ee sional Officers are doing all in their power to kill — 
the swadesht movement in the new province. They 
visit the bazars and make special inquiries as to the consumption of bideshi 
goods. If, however, they restricted themselves to merely collecting information 
their conduct would not be subjected to adverse criticism, but it appears that 
sometimes they act more like canvassers for foreign geods than officials who are 
expected to remain neutral. A dealer in swadeshi goods attracts their special 
attention, and the journal inquiries how long this policy of harassing innocent 
men is to be continued. It is hardly dignified for a district official to be seen 
‘ samjaoing ’ tradesmen in the bazar, and the time that is spent in such amateur 


canvassing is literally wasted.’ : 
197. The Amrita Bazar Patrika considers that the latest act of Sir B. Amt Basas 
Fuller, namely, the removal of an Honorary Magis- db vob. 1906. 
The removal of an Honorary trate from his office for attending a public meeting, 
—::! is quite in keeping with his present policy. Babu 
Tara Nath Bal, an Honorary Magistrate of Mymensingh, attended a swadesht 
meeting, with the result that he received a discourteous letter from Mr. Clarke, 
the District Magistrate, in which the latter went the length of 3 him. 
On being informed by the Honorary Magistrate that he had not the power to 
suspend him, Mr. Clarke withdrew his letter, with an expression of regret. It 
was thought that the matter had ended here, but this was not so, for after a 
period of two months, the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam issued a 
notification removing the Honorary Magistrate from his office and, further, 
directed the Commissioner of the Dacca Division to inform him that he had 
been removed after a consideration of his letter to the District Magistrate 
dated the 9th December 1905.” Does Mr. Lyon really think that peBple with 
any self-respect would care for these Honorary Magistrateships when they are 
liable to be removed from them at the sweet will of the executive? By 
removing Babu Tara Nath, Mr. Lyon has only brought contempt upon the 
Government he serves—that is all.“ Would the Honorary Magistrate have been 
removed if he attended a public meeting for raising subscriptions. for the 
reception of Sir B. Fuller? No. He is removed because he attended a 
swadeshi meeting! ‘And what will prevent Sir B. Fuller or. his worthy Secretary 
from asking the Government of India to divest a Raja or a Maharaja of his 
title on the ground of his being a friend of the swadeshi movement? What 
next?’ } 
198. The Bengalee seriously thinks that the rulers have either no con- _Bswoanss, 
ception of the great change that a policy of 18th Feb. 1906. 
The strike at Beidyanath—Its repression has wrought in the country, or realising | 
moral. > . ee 
5 it, are too indolent or unstatesmanlike to deal 
with it. It is indeed an unpleasant revelation to make, but recent events 
show that the confidence of the people in the Government is waning and 
that the former have been compelled to rely upon themselves for the redress 
of their own grievances. The boycott of British goods clearly shows this, 
and within the jast few months there have been other manifestions of the 
popular spirit, the most recent being the strike at Baidyanath. It appears 
that the local authorities had ordered that between Sr:panchami and Shibaratri 
the bazar was to remain closed and that shops were to be opened in the 
maidan. This order was given effect to, but after about a week the shopkeepers 
protested against it, as not only did it put them to great inconvenience, but 
thefts and burglaries were frequent. ‘I'heir prayers and protests were in vain, 
and on the lith of February there was a general closing of shops throughout 
Baidyanath, to the great detriment of the thourands of pilgrims that had 
collected there. ‘The strike was preceded by a solemn vow taken by the 
shopkeepers in the temple at Baidyanath not to reopen their shops until 
their grievances had been remedied. The local authorities realising the 
gravity of their blunder, went about ‘ imploring’ the shopkeepers to resume 
business, but the latter were iinmoveable Could there be a grosser instance 
of tactlessness and want of sympathy? be entire administration appears to 
have been tainted, with the result that the Government and the people are 
arrayed against each other. ‘A radical change is imperstively necessary— 
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in the temper of the 1 of the Government and in the policy 
aich has led to shee I eee ak. Will our rulers rise to the height of 
their mission? 
199. The Bengalee referring to the official ‘zulum’ which led to the strike 

The strike at Baidyanath—Its Of shopkeepers at Baidyanath on the 11th instant, 
moral. in the height of the pilgrimage season, says that 
the Subdivisional Officer of Deoghur has threatened to prosecute the shop- 
keepers under section 144, Criminal Precedure Code, if they do not reo 
their shops at the new bazar, and has served every shopkeeper with a notice to 
this effect. The journal points out that the above section refers to a prevention 
of a breach of the peace, and as there has never been any disturbance nor is 
one likely to occur, it doubts whether the section ‘re ed upon’ by the 
Subdivisional Officer will help bim much. The Bengalee is unaware of any law 
that warrants such extraordinary proceedings, and draws the attention of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to.the notice referred to. 


V.— Prospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE. PEOPLE. 


200. The Indian Mirror has no doubt that famine is 2 Price 
of food - grains have risen in almost every district of 
hHengal and the new province, and for his 
Sir B. Fuller would do well to grapple with the scarcity prevailing instead of 
‘vexing his soul with the thought that he has not been presented with an 
address of welcome by some people here and some people there.’ The 
situation in Backergunge, the granary of Bengal,” is particularly distressing, 
and it is extremely unfortunate that the beginning of the new régime should be 
marked by a series of high-handed proceedings, repression, and, above all, 
scarcity. 


Scarcity and famine, 


VI,—MiscELLaneovs. 


201. On the 13th February 1906, writes the Bengalee, Oudh saw fifty 
years of British rule and during, this period of 
settled government she has gained considerably. 
The anarchy and oppression of the olden days have been put an end 
to, the means of communication have been improved, railways have been 
constructed, commerce has made gigantic strides, and education has been 
introduced. ‘‘But where is that martial spirit which distinguished its nobles 
in pre-British days? The ‘ Barons’ uf Oudh were originally commanders 
and conquerors under the Emperors of Delhi. Some of them can trace a 
pedigree of several centuries. Why cannot the Government offer a suitable 
military career for such of their descendants as have still a liking for what was 
until lately their hereditary profession?“ 


202. New India writes that the submission of the people of Jalpaiguri 

0 to the stoppoge of the processions in connection 

1 ag Aaa on Hindu with the Saraswati Puja, has emboldened the 
: Fuller Government’ to contemplate a greater 

outrage in Dacca, where an old temple is threatened with being forcibly closed 
in order to ensure the quiet and comfort of the officials whose quarters it is 
proposed to erect in its vicinity. Although Lieutenant-Governor Fuller’ would 
not dare to remove the images from this and the adjacent temples, ‘he may 
so surround them with his authority and his officers,’ that the free worship 
of the images which requires the sounding of conches, etc., would be difficult, 
if not impossible. Lieutenant-Governor Fuller may have his way in this, as he 
has had in other matters, in the new province, but the British Government in 
India should not forget that these things though quietly suffered by the people 
are never forgotten, and the cumulative effect of these petty persecutions and 
outrages always comes out in its own proper time, whenever there is any 
trouble in the country, through any internal or external causes. These wanton 
pin-pricks create much wider and deeper discontent and disaffection among 


the people than the most outspoken or even the most malicious criticisms of 
the Indian Press could ever expect to do.’ | 


Fifty years of British rale. 
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203. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes thet the and unblushing. 
. exclusion of I from Government appoint-. 
Regeneration of India. ments despite the express terms of the Queens 


tion and the fact that the public services are maintained by the 
2 the country, is the result of two decades of Tory rule which hast 
is a very large extent, deadened the moral perceptions of the English rulers. 
Formerly when the authorities committed these outrages they did so surrepti-. 


tiously and ‘with fear and trembling,’ not because they feared the people, 


because of the slur which such acts cast upon their reputation for justice 
par] impartiality. Conservatism has stifled these finer feelings, so that to-day 


the ruling authorities are not ashamed to advertise for Europeans to fill posts 
although ‘law, order, decency, Justice, and the terms of the Royal Proclam- 
ation require that merit, and not colour, should decide the question o 
employment in the ublic service.’ The Tory régime, however, is now at an 
end and the birth of the Labour Party renders the prospect for India a 
cheerful one. This party ee ose the lower millions who are not interested 
in ruling India on selfish and despotic principles. India can further count 
upon the help of some of the Irish nationalists. The Patrika, however, points 
out to the people that, like the Irish, they must effect the regeneration of 
their own country. The present object of the Irish is to secure Home Rule, 
but one of the principal aims of the Indians should be to revive their decayed 
industries. They must, above all, grow cotton as largely as possible, establi 
mills, and introduce the old charka or the improved spinning wheel into every 
household, rich and poor. In this way, poor and respectable families would 
not only be able to earn their own bread, but also to help the cotton industry. 
The Permanent Settlement which enabled the Bengalis to keep body and soul 
together has been .undermined, and the public services are belng closed to 
them. ‘Thus, in order to avoid total extinction, they must make gigantic 
industrial efforts. | 
204. Referring to the present outlook, which is extremely gloomy owing 
to famine conditions being prevalent throughout 
the country, the Indian Mirror writes that the 
hardships of the people are due chiefly to the fact that India having become 
urely an agricultural country, her arts and industries are almost extinct. 
The majority of the artisans are thus without any employment whatever. 
The swadesht movement, the object of which is to revive the old industries, would 
therefore do much to solve the famine problem, and the Government, instead 
of suppressing it, should stimulate the movement in every possible way. 
205. The Bengalee writes cay the N * + paying the 
penalty for the haste with which the partition 
Say Some. was carried into effect, for when the Hon’ble 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, at the last meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, asked for a statement showing the reduction effected by the partition 
in the establishments of the Bengal Secretariat, the Board of Revenue and 
other departments, the Government sought to wriggle out of the difficulty by 
saying that the reduction to be effected” in the offices named, ‘‘ is still under 
discussion with the Government of India,” Is it to be understood that this 
question was not considered before the partition? It appears that in the 
present instance the most important question, namely, that of cost, has been 
reserved for consideration after the scheme has been practically carried out. 
‘Such a queer’ procedure can be followed with impunity only in India and in 
no other country boasting of a civilised government. 
206. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the significance of the account 
The administration of the new If the Calcutta correspondent of the London Daily 
province and the Caleutta corres- WVews regarding the stirring events which recent! 
fradent of the London Detily took place at Serajganj cannot be over-estimated, 
as the comments are those not of a ‘disloyal’ 


The present outlook. 


Bengali Babu, but of an Engish gentleman. Writes the correspondent :—“ On 


December 4th, 5th and 6th, the Assam policemen took their stand in various 
quarters of the town and beat indiscriminately with their belts every man who 
passer by.” Nobody could have dreamt that such a proceeding could have 

n enacted in British India, and the people naturally wondered whether they 


were standing on their head or their feet. The sequel to the above is no leds 
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marvellous. No less than 35 complaints of assault were filed by the Victims 
but they were all dismissed! The journal quotes another extract from the 
letter of the correspondent referred to, in which it is said that the Lieutenant- 
Governor recognising that legislation against the boycott movement could not 
be carried out in less than six months, by which time English trade would be 
dead,” said that it was incumbent on the authorities to hammer the people 
until they came to their senses.“ What a revelation, if true! We trust, 
Sir B. Fuller has been misrepresented. His acts are, however, bound to create. 
the impression that the object of the inauguration of the Gurkha rule in the 
new province was to kill the swadehi movement. The Carlyle circular in old 
Bengal also produced the same impression. Indeed, everything possible was. 
done both in old and new Bengal to prevent the people from developing the 
industrial resources of the country and thereby helping the cause of Manchester. 
What a fall of the rulers from their previous high state ! 
207. Referring to the announcement made by its contemporary, the 
„  Bengalee, to the effect that a school will shortly be 
‘The pressure of patriotism. opened in Calcutta for the benefit of those students 
who have left or been expelled from educational institutions in connection with 
the swadeshi movement, and that a band of teachers will give their services 
gratis, the Indian Nation asks if this is the only outcome of the agitation for a 
National University? If so, where are the lakhs that were to have been devoted 
to this object? This is one more instance of the stress of patriotism falling 
heavily on men connected with literature and education. In spite of the 
swadesht agitation, we do not hear of lawyers or doctors lending their services 
gratis, or traders abandoning all profits in selling indigenous goods. Why 
should school-masters alone be called upon to make a sacrifice in the name of 
the motherland? If there are not men enough in the conntry to remunerate 
the teachers of a national school, the less we talk of National Universities and 
of patriotism the better.’ The journal goes on to say that a ‘ National Univer- 
sity’ started on this scale will no more resemble the existing University than a 
‘mud’s shop resembles the Army and Navy Stores.“ Why should school- 
masters alone be patriotic and not the men with lakhs ?’ 

208. The Bengalee writes that Indian questions will be largely in evidence 
ee a den before the new Parliament, and is confident that 
Parliament. they will be dealt with in the spirit of true Liberal- 

ism, What is more, the Labour Party —a party 
friendly to progress and freedom — may be relied upon to assume in regard to 
Indian affairs an independent and just attitude. It will not accept an accom- 
plished fact because it is accomplished, but will be guided by the consideration 
whether a particular measure is condemned by popular sentiment and is 
repugnant. to ordinary notions of justice. Asif to add to the good fortune of 
the Indians, Lord Curzon has been reduced to a ‘political nonentity,’ while the 
foremost champions of the India Office, namely, 1 . Brodrick and Lord George 
Hamilton, are no longer Members of Parliament. Thus, from every stand- 
point the prospects of India in the House of Commons are hopeful, but much 
depends on the efforts of the Indians themselves. The masses must be 
educated on the one hand and on the other, English public opinion and the British 
must be told that the people of this country can no longer be kept in leading- 
strings. Further, there are pressing questions that await solution. First and 
foremost is the partition, which the people decline to accept as an accomplished 
fact. They want a Governor and Council for the whole of the new and old 
province, but if the policy of partition is irreversible, then the Bengali-speaking 
people should be placed under one and the same administration. Such a modi- 
fication would not only ‘satisfy administrative requirements, but allay public 


feeling. Then there is the great question of Self-Government. ‘ The Legisla- 
tive Councils must be enlarged and still further reformed. In Bengal every 


district must be represented in the Council—there must be frequent sittings: of 
the Council provided by statutory safeguards—the right of interpellation must 
be protec 3, N the pranks which have partially nullified its utility; the 
non-official members must be permitted to move amendments in connection 


with the Budget. Along with the expansion of Self-Government we must insist 


upon a native of India being included in the Executive Council of the Viceroy 
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in the India Council in London. In the interests of justice, the separation 
of jadicial from executive functions in the administration of criminal Justice 
should be effected. All this may seem to be a large order to the unsympathetic 
lo-Indian 
rot the fulfilment of which the country is moving and working.” 
209. The Bengalee observes that the 2 mention made of India in the 
f King's speech and the speeches delivered in the 
The opening of Parliament. House of Commons referred to the Royal visit, the 
success of which appears to have created an excellent impression in England. 
But to whom does the credit for this success belong? The officials are sure to 
get their reward, but will the people be as fortunate? Is it proposed to confer 
a lasting boon upon them to perpetuate this auspicious and historic visit, or 
‘is the loyalty of the people of India to be stimulated solely by pageantry 
and processions the cost of which is contributed in one shape or other by 
themselves? i 
210. The Indian Mirror writes that in his speech at the opening of 
; Parliament, the King-Emperor expressed the hope 
— | that the visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales to 
this country would increase the loyalty of the Indian people. This, says the 
journal, would doubtless be to the interest of England, but where does India’s 
gain come in? Could not the Liberal Ministry make just a slight return to 
India by giving her a little more prominence in the King’s speech? For 
instance, had the famiue been kindly and sympathetically referred to, it would 
have been greatly appreciated in India. If substantial gifts in the shape of 
free institutions could be made to the recalcitrant Boers and the discontented 
Irish, why could not some similar kindness be shown to the people of India by 
way of a reward for their loyal reception of the Prince under exceptionally 
trying circumstances? ‘ While the gifts of the gods’ are reserved for the 
others, the people of India only get words. 
211. In reviewing Mr. Prevost Battersby’s ‘remarkable’ article The 
«The claims of Bengal.” claims of Bengal,” the Bengalee thinks that it 


English observer says regarding the present political situation, as it is folly 
and not statesmanship to disregard facts. There is no doubt that the present 
situation in Bengal has resulted principally from the ‘ ruthless’ partition of the 
province, but whether the opposition is due to“ a common underlying emotion 
or to“ material and sentimental reasons, it is deserving of conciliation.” In 
the words of Mr. Battersby, the vitality and vigour of tnis agitation ara due 
not to self-interest, sentiment or even patriotism, but to “those great agents 
of moral tension, a sense of repression, a consciousness of injustice, which 
have been bred by hopes encouraged only to be disappointed.” In other 
words, the people have lost all confidence in the ‘ honesty and sincerity’ of 
their rulers and have begun to realise that India is held by England primarily 
for the benefit of the conquerors. This change in the national feeling is due 
solely to Lord Curzon. He has taught educated Indians to believe that it is 
the policy of the Government to crush them, and if this feeling is nursed into 
assurance, it will be the cause of “further and more serious outbursts.” This 
has been the proud achievement of Lord Curzon, and what he has sown, others 
must reap. Mr. Battersby has said with truth that England rules India with 
India’s consent, but when once this rule ceases to command the assent and 
approval of the three hundred millions, ‘it will be robbed of what constitutes 
its chief strength and support.“ England could not have obtained an 
ascendancy over India if India were not a “consenting party,” and the only 


critic, but it is a rough» and hasty outline of our programme 


behoves the rulers to pay heed to what an impartial — 
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means of keeping her as such is to N a policy of conciliation. Lord 


Curzon has distrusted the corn and made them distrust their rulers. May 


it be the proud privilege, the 
an era of conciliation, concord, and confidence, so that the Government and the 
people may unite and work hand in hand in promoting their common object— 
the good of India and the glory of England.“ 
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lessed mission, of his successor to inaugurate — 
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